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Hole in the Story 


With regard to your article “Aces and Air- 
planes” (August 24 issue), Baron Man- 
fred von Richthofen was called the Red 
Knight. I read several magazine articles 
about him back in the 1940s and ’50s. He 
was always referred to as the Red Knight. 
Funk & Wagnalls New Encyclopedia, 
1972, refers to him as the Red Knight. The 
only places I’ve read about the Red Baron 
are in the funny papers and on pizza boxes. 
GARY LETSINGER 

Kent, Washington 


Environmentalist Harm 


In reference to your article “How the 
Army Corps of Engineers Destroyed New 
Orleans” (July 6 issue), blame environ- 
mentalists. Among other mass-murdering 
crimes committed by our environmental 
groups is the case of the Katrina Hurricane 
in 2005 that resulted in about 2,400 dead 
in New Orleans. After Hurricane Betsy in 
1965, it was clear that to protect the city 
it was necessary to build two flood gates 
on the two natural, normally dry channels 
that connected Lake Pontchartrain to the 
Gulf. (I was on business in New Orleans 
in 1969 when I saw a large commercial 
ship standing in the middle of a dry field, 
miles away from the Mississippi, the lake, 
and the Gulf.) Plans were made and an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
was prepared for the construction of those 
two flood gates. But then a lawsuit was 
mounted by the Environmental Defense 
Fund and a local organization by the name 
of Save Our Wetlands; the judge ordered 
another EIS to be prepared and submitted 
to the judge, dealing with reproduction 
cycles of all species that might possibly be 
found in those two channels, as well as any 
possible interference of the proposed gates 
on them. Well, the channels were empty 
except during storms, and no species en- 
gaged in sex in those dry beds anyway. But 
the project was killed. When 40 years after 
Betsy Katrina reached New Orleans, those 
two normally dry channels were filled 
with raging waters that overfilled the lake 
and breached the lake levees. 

Of course, our mainstream media have 
been blaming Bush ever since for this 
enormous tragedy. Enviros deserve jail 
for life, but celebrate their “successes” in 
elegant soirees slurping champagne. What 
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they are doing is the destruction of 3,000 
years of civilization. 

Marc JERIC 

Las Vegas, Nevada 


Harming Iraqis 

I am appalled at author Steve Byas’ glib- 
ness. He states in “Ann Bids Bye-bye to 
America” (September 7 issue), a review of 
an Ann Coulter book, regarding Saddam 
Hussein: “However, that’s highly debat- 
able” (about Ann suggesting there were 
no reasons to keep him in power). 

He added: “One reason to ‘keep him’ 
is that while Hussein was certainly a bru- 
tal dictator, at least Christians fared better 
under his rule than they do now.” 

I cannot conceive of any practicing 
Christian who would thank God that while 
thousands of Iraqis per year (mostly Mus- 
lim) were murdered by Saddam, Chris- 
tians “fared better.” Not one. 

Hussein murdered 300,000 or more dur- 
ing his 20-year reign of terror. Byas should 
be ashamed to call himself a reviewer. He 
basically exculpated a brutal murderer by 
stating how “lucky” Christians were to es- 
cape his brutality. 

JIM GREAVES 
Thompson Falls, Montana 


The Lancet, one of the oldest medical 
journals, using household survey data, 
reported 654,965 excess deaths through 
the end of June 2006 because of the Iraq 
War. The study estimates, which can be 
found at Wikipedia, include “those due 
to increased lawlessness, degraded infra- 
structure, poorer healthcare, etc. 601,027 
deaths ... were estimated to be due to vio- 
lence.... A copy of a death certificate was 
available for a high proportion of the re- 
ported deaths (92% of those households 
asked to produce one).” Meanwhile the 
New York Times estimated that more than 
one million Iraqi Christians have been 
displaced, and many thousands have been 
killed. As the Byas review indicated, the 
U.S. invasion made life worse for Iraqis 
— Christians more than most. — Editor @ 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


ObamaCare Deductibles Plague America 


Prior to the passage of ObamaCare, President Barack Obama 
repeatedly promised that his healthcare overhaul would reduce 
premiums by as much as $2,500 per family. But according to a 
recent report, not only have premiums continued to rise under the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), but deductibles have grown dramati- 
cally, often to the point that having insurance isn’t a guarantee 
of affordable care. 

“Since 2010,” wrote the Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) on 
September 22, “both the share of workers with deductibles and 
the size of those deductibles have increased sharply. These two 
trends together result in a 67 percent increase in deductibles 


since 2010, much faster than the rise in single premiums (24%) 
and about seven times the rise in workers’ wages (10%) and 
general inflation (9%).” 

KFF found that “81 percent of covered workers are in plans 
with a general annual deductible.” Deductibles average $1,318 
for single coverage, but employees in small firms (three to 199 
workers) are paying 66 percent more than those in large firms (at 
least 200 workers). 

The ACA bears much responsibility for the high deductibles. 
The law’s multiple mandates on insurers have driven the cost 
of coverage up. More significantly, the ACA’s “Cadillac” tax is 
scheduled to go into effect in 2018, and employers are already 
taking steps to avoid incurring its severe penalties. 

Americans with health coverage through their employers aren’t 
the only ones facing higher deductibles. Chattanooga Times Free 
Press columnist Clint Cooper, citing a 2015 HealthPocket study, 
wrote on September 23, “The average deductible for a single 
person enrolled in the ACA’s bronze plan — its cheapest — is 
$5,181, while the average deductible for a family in the same plan 
is $10,545. The silver plan is much more affordable but still far 
more expensive than employer plans, with deductibles at $2,927 
for singles and $6,010 for families.” 

ObamaCare has both failed to curb insurance premiums and 
contributed significantly toward deductibles that often make care 
too expensive even for the insured. 


Australian Leader Ousted as Climate Skeptics Targeted 


Australia’s recently ousted Prime Minister Tony Abbott may have 
been the first skeptic of catastrophic anthropogenic global-warm- 
ing (AGW) theories and alarmism to get pushed out. But if alarm- 
ists get their way ahead of an upcoming United Nations “Climate 
Change” summit in Paris this December, Abbott will not be the 
last to fall. Indeed, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper is 
already in the cross hairs of the tax-funded global-warming es- 
tablishment, which wants desperately to ensure that there are no 
hiccups in Paris. 

Two years ago, Australia’s Abbott and his liberty-minded Lib- 
eral Party secured a landslide victory against the Big Government- 
promoting Labor Party and its deeply unpopular carbon taxes. 
Analysts were virtually unanimous in attributing Abbott’s electoral 
success to his party’s plan to scrap the carbon tax and put the tax- 
payer-funded global-warming alarmism on ice. The Liberal Party 
and its allies quashed the carbon tax and put the UN on notice that 
Australia would no longer be supporting what they called “social- 
ism masquerading as environmentalism.” Abbot himself has been 
quoted referring to the AGW theory as “absolute crap.” 

For the UN, the climate-alarmism industry, the Third World 
dictators demanding “climate reparations,” the crony capitalists 
hoping to profit off the hysteria, and even some members of Ab- 
bott’s own party, all of the prime minister’s skepticism about 
the warming theories was simply unacceptable. On September 
14, Abbott was overthrown by members of his own party in an 


uprising led by global-warming alarmist Malcolm Turnbull, who 
unceremoniously replaced the former prime minister until parlia- 
mentary elections scheduled for next year. The vote was 54 to 44 
in favor of replacing Abbott. 

In one of several celebratory pieces of propaganda boasting of 
Abbott’s political misfortunes, the Washington Post also made 
clear that the AGW cartel was not done yet. In the September 14 
article, headlined “Tony Abbott is out of a job, and another lead- 
ing climate-change skeptic may soon follow,” the Post warned 
that anti-communist Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
may be next in line for failing to grovel sufficiently before the 
tax-devouring warming theorists and their increasingly discred- 
ited AGW theory. 


Tony 
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FBI Collecting Fingerprints, Photos, and Other Data on iLiad 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is quietly upgrading its 
biometrics database to include the fingerprints and photographs 
of millions of individuals never suspected, let alone convicted, 
of committing a crime, according to a September 18 report from 
the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF). 

The EFF, citing an FBI Privacy Impact Assessment from Feb- 
tuary, finds that the agency now plans to retain indefinitely in its 
database fingerprints and other biographical information — soon 
to include photos — submitted as part of routine criminal back- 
ground checks. These will be merged with data on criminals and 
criminal suspects. Then, whenever a law-enforcement agency 
searches the database — EFF says this happens “thousands of 
times a day” — the fingerprints and other personal data of mil- 
lions of innocent people will be included in the query. 

A significant number of Americans will be affected by this 
change. Many private employers conduct background checks on 
prospective employees. Individuals desiring employment in law 
enforcement usually have to submit to fingerprint checks. Some 
states require members of various private-sector professions, in- 
cluding child-care workers, engineers, architects, doctors, and 
attorneys, to undergo fingerprint checks. And all federal employ- 
ees, from student interns to food-service workers, must undergo 
the same type of screening. 

The fingerprint and biographical data is expected to be stored 
in the FBI’s Next Generation Identification (NGI) database, 
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which EFF calls “‘a massive database of personal and biometric 
information.” NGI will collect and store fingerprints, iris scans, 
palm prints, voice data, photographs, and any other biometric 
identifiers the agency desires in the future. 

Having all that data about a person in one place makes it far 
easier for the government to keep tabs on that individual at all 
times. Indeed, notes EFF, “one of FBI’s stated goals for NGI 
is to be able to track people as they move from one location to 
another.” But as EFF declares, “Perfect tracking is inimical to a 
free society. A society in which everyone’s actions are tracked is 
not, in principle, free. It may be a livable society, but would not 
be our society.” 
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INSIDE TRACK 
At UN Summit, World Rulers Adopt Agenda for Global Socialism 


zation and impose global socialism on humanity, vari- 

ously dubbed “Agenda 2030” and the “Sustainable De- 

velopment Agenda,” 

“thunderous standing ovation,” the UN Department of Public 
Information reported. 

The UN document, formally entitled “Transforming our World: 


A far-reaching United Nations plot to re-engineer civili- 


was ushered in on September 25 with a 


the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” was adopted at 
the start of the UN’s three-day Summit on Sustainable Develop- 
ment in New York. Speaking at the opening ceremony of the 
confab, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon hinted at just how 
far-reaching the plot really is. “The new agenda is a promise 
by leaders to all people everywhere,” he explained, presumably 
conflating “leaders” with mass-murdering gangsters such as Kim 
Jong-un, Raul Castro, and Robert Mugabe, who somehow man- 
aged to seize control over entire nations. “It is a universal, inte- 
grated and transformative vision for a better world.” 

As with all socialist and totalitarian schemes, the UN’s contro- 
versial agenda was marketed using vague, meaningless platitudes 
such as, for example, creating a “better” world, and “ending” 
poverty — common slogans among tyrants stretching back cen- 
turies. “It is an agenda for people, to end poverty in all its forms,” 
continued Ban. “It is an agenda for shared prosperity, peace and 
partnership [that] conveys the urgency of climate action [and] is 
rooted in gender equality and respect for the rights of all. Above 
all, it pledges to leave no one behind.” But the “true test of com- 
mitment to Agenda 2030,” he added, will be in its implementa- 
tion. “We need action from everyone, everywhere,” Ban said, 
pointing to the “guide” offered by the 17 “Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals.” “They are a to-do list for people and planet, and a 
blueprint for success.” 

“Now,” Ban continued, “we must use the goals to transform the 
world.” “Institutions will have to become fit for a grand new pur- 
pose,” he said. ““We must engage all actors, as we did in shaping the 
Agenda. We must include parliaments and local governments, and 
work with cities and rural areas. We must rally businesses and en- 


trepreneurs. We must involve civil society in 
defining and implementing policies — and 
give it the space to hold us to account. We 
must listen to scientists and academia. We 
will need to embrace a data revolution. Most 
important, we must set to work — now.” 

Whether the world’s adults can be per- 
suaded to willingly join the UN’s band- 
wagon remains to be seen. But when it 
comes to children, the UN is taking no 
chances, devoting an entire “goal” in its 
agenda to ensuring that all children, ev- 
erywhere, are transformed into what the 
UN calls “agents of change,” ready to 
push forward the plan for the new global 
order. “Children and young women and 
men are critical agents of change and will 
find in the new Goals a platform to chan- 
nel their infinite capacities for activism 
into the creation of a better world,” the UN goals explain. 

The sort of activists that the UN hopes to make your children 
into is also explicitly defined in the unanimously adopted agree- 
ment. “By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge 
and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including, 
among others, through education for sustainable development and 
sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of 
a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appre- 
ciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustain- 
able development,” the global plan for 2030 states. Considering 
what the UN means by “sustainable development” — population 
control, central planning, global governance, and more — the 
agenda for your children takes on an even more sinister tone. 

The Obama administration, which apparently does not plan 
to present the UN scheme to the U.S. Senate for ratification as 
required by the U.S. Constitution, also offered a forceful defense 
of the UN agenda. Speaking to the UN summit on Sunday after 
purporting to commit the United States to the global plot, Obama 
claimed the UN blueprint “‘is one of the smartest investments we 
can make in our own future.” He told the assembled dictators and 
government representatives that 800 million people live on less 
than $1.25 per day, without, of course, mentioning the reasons for 
so much poverty: Big Government policies that are remarkably 
similar in many ways to the UN’s new agenda. 

Of course, Obama has no constitutional or statutory authority 
to commit the American people to the UN’s radical blueprint 
for humanity. But unless the GOP majority in Congress is will- 
ing to stop funding the administration’s antics, there can be no 
doubt that the White House will charge ahead using its pen, 
phone, and taxpayer funding provided by Republican members 
of Congress. Lawmakers who are serious about their oath of 
office must work to restrain the Obama administration, and ul- 
timately withdraw the U.S. government’s membership from the 
UN. Faced with a totalitarian UN agenda for global socialism 
under the guise of “sustainable development,” now would be an 
excellent time to get busy. 
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Candidate Cruz Castigates Speaker Boehner 

“Tf it is correct that the Speaker, before he resigns, has cut a deal with 
Nancy Pelosi to fund the Obama administration for the rest of the year, 
to fund ObamaCare, to fund executive amnesty, to fund Planned Parent- 
hood, to fund implementation of this Iran deal, and then presumably to 
land a cushy K Street job after joining with the Democrats to implement 
all of President Obama’s priorities, that is not the behavior one would 
expect from a Republican Speaker of the House.” 

Speaking in South Carolina soon after word reached him about Boehner’s resignation, GOP candidate 
for president Ted Cruz said the early reports about the speaker stepping down are “discouraging.” 
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Good Sense When Assessing the Supreme Court 

“Counting on the Supreme Court to defend your freedom is like trusting a politician to keep his cam- 
paign promises. Many recent court decisions should teach Americans that nine political appointees will 
rarely ride to the rescue of their constitutional rights.” 

Author and commentator James Bovard presented a profoundly sensible view of the individuals who 
hold places on the nation’s highest court. 


Iran Leader Downgrades His Fiery View of the United States 

“Our Great Satan is just not the same anymore. Perhaps we should use 
‘lesser Satan’ now or something like that.” 

Evidently approving the nuclear “deal” engineered by Secretary of State 
John Kerry, economic advisor to Iranian leaders Saeed Laylaz is a sup- 
porter of Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani. 


Female Candidate Takes a Completely Different Path 

“T wouldn’t change the $10 bill or the $20 dollar bill. I honestly think it a 
gesture. We ought to recognize that women are not a special interest group.” 
Carly All candidates at the CNN debate were asked which woman’s image 
Fiorina should supplant a man’s on some of the Federal Reserve’s paper money. 
Carly Fiorina provided a unique response. 
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Cuban Dissident Speaks Out After Being Ignored by Pope Francis 

“It doesn’t appear to us to be right or just that the pope doesn’t have a little time to meet with those 
Cubans who are defending human rights.” 

The leader of Patriotic Union of Cuba, Jose Daniel Ferrer hoped to be able to meet with the pope dur- 
ing the short visit made by the holy father to Communist-led Cuba. 


Walker Bows Out With a Negative View of Trump 

“T encourage other Republican candidates to do the same so that voters can focus on a limited number 
of candidates who can offer a positive, conservative alternative to the current front-runner.” 

With little money and poor polling results, Governor Scott Walker returned to his leadership of Wis- 
consin and aimed a distinctly unfriendly barb at GOP front-runner Donald Trump. 


How to Know You're in a New Twilight Zone 

“Imagine if you will a world in which the police are the enemy, the gov- 
ernment spies on its citizens, the IRS is used to silence opposition, patriots 
are called terrorists, terrorism is called ‘workplace violence, and the leading 
Democrat candidates are a Socialist and an old lady under FBI investigation.” 
The Internet provided this anonymous assessment of today’s land of the 
free and home of the brave. 


Baseball Great Passes, but His Unusual Eloquence Will Live On 
“Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t go to yours.” 
No one disputes his prowess as a baseball player, but many burst into laugh- 
ter whenever Yogi Berra, who died at 90, issued some of his thoughts. 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus 
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The Obama administration and its allies have caused strife in Middle Eastern countries — Libya, 
Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, etc. — and now exploit the problems to advance their agendas. 


by Alex Newman 


he politicians and establishment 

| figures in the United States, the 
United Nations, and the European 

Union demanding that the West accept 


millions of Middle Eastern refugees are 
the same globalists who created the tragic 
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situation in the first place. The strife was 
brought about, primarily, by destroying 
the countries their victims are fleeing from 
using various means and pretexts. Libya, 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and beyond all 
offer plenty of evidence showing that to 
be the case. The horrific consequences 
of the globalist establishment’s machina- 


tions, though — the genocide of Middle 
Eastern Christians, the emergence of sav- 
age terror groups such as the Islamic State 
(ISIS), massacres and mass displacement, 
the growing tsunami of refugees right now 
cascading into Europe, and more — are 
only just beginning. 

Whether deliberately supporting Islamic 
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Middle East in ruins was calculated to pro- 
duce the tidal wave of suffering refugees 
remains unclear at this point. It is certainly 
not far-fetched, though, especially consid- 
ering the decades of globalist and commu- 
nist support for terrorism, tyranny, and even 
mass murder, often as a means to an end. 
Some analysts suggest it was mere “blow- 
back.” But the fact that the Obama admin- 
istration, the U.S. government, the UN, the 
EU, European national governments, and 
allied Sunni-Arab dictators created these 
crises is beyond dispute. So is the fact that 
those same forces are exploiting the very 
disasters they created to advance multiple 
agendas, as THE NEW AMERICAN has been 
documenting for years. 

Those agendas include empowering 
the UN and its tentacles — under the 
guise of keeping peace, bringing war 
criminals and terrorists to justice, dealing 
with refugees, preventing foreign fight- 
ers from traveling, and more. Building a 
“Middle East Union” from the ashes is 
also high on the globalist agenda. Inter- 
vention across the region militarily and 
politically is being advanced even more 
as a “solution” to the chaos unleashed 
by globalist forces, too. And now, appar- 
ently, the agenda to plant millions more 
Muslim immigrants in Europe and the 
United States has become a top prior- 
ity — and it almost certainly has noth- 
ing to do with globalists’ humanitarian 
concerns, as evidenced by the fact that 
they caused and fueled the suffering in 
the first place. 

But while the establishment press ap- 
pears to be counting on its dwindling 
audience having a short memory, the 
true source of the refugee crisis has not 
escaped notice entirely. “The reason 
so many are fleeing places like Syria, 
Libya, Afghanistan, and Iraq is that U.S. 
and European interventionist foreign 
policy has left these countries destabi- 
lized with no hopes of economic recov- 
ery,” explained former congressman and 
three-time presidential contender Ron 
Paul, a leading voice for a constitutional, 
noninterventionist U.S. foreign policy. 
“This mass migration from the Middle 
East and beyond is a direct result of the 
neocon foreign policy of regime change, 
invasion, and pushing ‘democracy’ at the 
barrel of a gun.” 
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its tentacles — under the guise of Keeping peace, 


bringing war criminals and terrorists to justice, dealing 


with refugees, preventing foreign fighters from 


traveling, and more. 


In his column about the refugee crisis, 
published on September 6 by the Ron 
Paul Institute for Peace and Prosperity, the 
longtime champion of noninterventionism 
and liberty expressed sympathy for the 
displaced people — particularly the chil- 
dren. But noting that very little attention 
was being given to the events that led to 
the mass displacements, Paul urged readers 
not to forget that “this is a man-made crisis 
and it is a government-made crisis.” 

In addition to blaming the warmongers 
in Washington, D.C., Paul also quite prop- 
erly assigned some of the blame to Euro- 
pean governments. Especially responsible 
are authorities in the United Kingdom and 
France, who enthusiastically supported the 
lawless war on Libya and later, the “Assad 
must go” policy. Paul did not mention the 
UN Security Council, which also includes 
the regimes ruling Russia and Communist 
China, but its role was key, too. In fact, the 
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war on Libya was purportedly authorized 
by a UN resolution approved by all five 
permanent members of the council. Still, 
Obama and NATO were instrumental in 
creating the tragedy, as Paul points out — 
and now they are posing as saviors with 
solutions. 

“As often happens when there is blow- 
back from bad foreign policy, the same 
people who created the problem think 
they have a right to tell us how to fix it 
— while never admitting their fault in the 
first place,” Paul continued in his wide- 
ly reprinted column. As an example, he 
pointed to disgraced General David Pe- 
traeus, who led the CIA when the admin- 
istration launched its unconstitutional “re- 
gime change” plot against Syria, and the 
former general’s recent suggestion that the 
Obama administration forge a formal alli- 
ance with al-Qaeda to fight ISIS. Indeed, 
that is but one example of how absurd and 


Too many to responsibly take in: Hundreds of thousands of Middle Eastern refugees are fleeing 
from nations in which Western globalists recently intervened, and the refugees are now flooding 


into Europe. 
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downright Orwellian glob- 
alist “foreign policy” has 
become — first Americans 
surrender their constitution- 
ally guaranteed liberties and 
wage a multi-trillion dollar 
global “war on terror” against 
al-Qaeda (after previously 
having helped create it in 
Afghanistan), then America 
should become allies with 
al-Qaeda to fight another ter- 
ror group also created by the 
same globalists. If hundreds 
of thousands of people were 
not dying, it might all seem 
like a cruel joke. 

Paul, though, advocated the 
same solution he has advocat- 
ed for decades in Washington, 
D.C. “Here is the real solu- 
tion to the refugee problem: 
stop meddling in the affairs of 
other countries,” he conclud- 
ed. “Embrace the prosperity 
that comes with a peaceful 
foreign policy, not the pov- 
erty that goes with running 
an empire. End the Empire!” 
As long as globalists remain 
in charge, though, that is not 
going to happen. 
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What the Refugees 
Are Fleeing From 

Estimates on the number of refugees 
flooding into Europe vary widely, but 
hundreds of thousands have already ar- 
rived just in recent months, and millions 
more are expected, with no end in sight. 
One estimate says 35 million. From 
overcrowded boats leaving from Libya 
stuffed with refugees to human trains of 
misery arriving on foot from Syria and 
Iraq through Turkey and other nations, 
the tide of displaced people is growing 
larger by the minute. It could become 
an unprecedented human stampede in 


Seeing clearly: Former Republican Congressman Ron Paul, a longtime 
advocate of noninterventionism, blamed warmongering U.S. neocons and 
European interventionists for causing the refugee crisis. 


short order if present trends accelerate. 
And with globalist-funded organiza- 
tions handing out “Welcome to Europe” 
(W2EU) pamphlets aimed at encouraging 
and helping refugees reach the continent 
and stay there, the flood can only con- 
tinue to grow. 

Of course, some “refugees” flooding 
into Europe come from nations without 
ongoing crises and are simply ditching 
their identities and claiming to be Syr- 
ian to obtain asylum in the West. But 
the overwhelming majority of the refu- 


From overcrowded boats leaving from Libya stuffed 
with refugees to human trains of misery arriving on 
foot from Syria and Iraq through Turkey and other 
nations, the tide of displaced people is growing larger 


by the minute. 
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gees heading into Europe 
and being resettled into the 
United States by the UN and 
Obama come from a hand- 
ful of nations that share one 
common trait: destruction 
and bloodshed wrought by 
the recent “interventions” 
of Western globalists under 
some false pretense. 

From the unlawful UN- 
EU-Obama-al-Qaeda war 
on Libya, purportedly au- 
thorized by the UN Security 
Council, to the destruction 
of Syria, Iraq, and Afghani- 
stan by globalist Western 
governments and their ter- 
rorist proxies, the intensi- 
fying refugee crisis has the 
establishment’s fingerprints 
all over it. In fact, it is hardly 
a secret, with several top 
USS. officials even admitting 
publicly that Obama’s “anti- 
ISIS” coalition had actually 
created, armed, and funded 
ISIS. Al-Qaeda, too, received 
a great deal of support from 
the Obama administration in 
its war on “apostate” Libyan 
dictator Moammar Gadhafi, 
and later its war on “apos- 
tate” Syrian autocrat Bashar 
al-Assad — so much support 
that many senior U.S. military officials 
and experts have concluded that Obama 
“switched sides” in the terror war. 

Most of the Syrians and Iraqis fleeing 
their homeland are fleeing from ISIS. And 
according to Vice President Joe Biden, 
ISIS is the product of Obama’s anti-ISIS 
coalition. “What my constant cry was 
that our biggest problem was our allies.... 
What were they doing? They were so de- 
termined to take down Assad and have a 
proxy Sunni-Shia war, what did they do? 
They poured hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars and tens, thousands, of tons of weap- 
ons into anyone who would fight,” Biden 
said in a speech at Harvard. “Except that 
the people who were being supplied were 
al-Nusra and al-Qaeda and extremist ele- 
ments of jihadis coming from other parts 
of the world.” Those terrorists went on to 
become ISIS, Biden admitted after expos- 
ing Obama’s false claims about allegedly 
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“moderate” forces being supported in the 
fight against Assad. “There was no moder- 
ate middle,” he said. 

Military leaders have also alluded to 
the anti-ISIS coalition’s role. When asked 
in Senate testimony whether any “major” 
U.S. allies supported ISIS, for example, 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Mar- 
tin Dempsey noted that it was even worse 
than that. “I know major Arab allies who 
fund them,” he responded. Senator Lindsey 
Graham (R-S.C.), a leading warmonger 
and proponent of the very policies that pro- 
duced the ongoing chaos, was taken aback 
by the response. But what Dempsey said 
was hardly a secret — this magazine and 
other sources had been reporting that for 
over a year — and the notion that Graham 
did not know borders on the ridiculous. 

More recently, a 2012 document from 
the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA) makes clear that the globalist- 
backed “revolution” against Assad was 
actually a “holy war” being led by al-Qa- 
eda, the Muslim Brotherhood, and other 
jihadist terrorists from the start — and that 
the Obama administration knew that very 
well, but violated U.S. law to support the 
establishment-orchestrated uprising any- 
way. The DIA document also highlights 
the fact that the West and its Sunni Islamic 
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dictator allies (ruling Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, and other na- 
tions) were supporting those same terrorist 
forces. In fact, the explosive report explic- 
itly states that the powers supporting the 
Islamist opposition — including the West 
— wanted to see the rise of a fundamental- 
ist Islamic state in parts of Syria to desta- 
bilize Assad. 

“The West, Gulf countries [the Islamic 
regimes ruling Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, etc.], and Turkey sup- 
port the Syrian opposition,” the document 
explains bluntly, adding that al-Qaeda 
and other terrorists are the “major forces 
driving the insurgency” against the Syrian 
despot. “There is the possibility of estab- 
lishing a declared or undeclared Salaf- 
ist [fundamentalist Islam] principality in 
Eastern Syria (Hasaka and Der Zor), and 
this is exactly what the supporting powers 
to the opposition want, in order to isolate 
the Syrian regime.” (Emphasis added.) 
Read that sentence again and let it sink in: 
The West — really the Obama administra- 
tion and various globalist European lead- 
ers — wanted a fundamentalist Islamist 
principality in Eastern Syria. 

And they got it. Today, it is known to 
the world as the “Islamic State,” or ISIS. 
Indeed, the exact scenario identified in the 


Fickle friends: Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, a former U.S. terror war ally who was reportedly 
willing to step down, has seen the country he rules totally destroyed by jihadist terror and 


globalist machinations. 
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DIA report as a specific goal of the West 
and its Islamic allies is exactly what hap- 
pened when ISIS declared the establish- 
ment of its “caliphate” in Eastern Syria 
and parts of Iraq amid its war on Assad 
and his allies. The DIA report also warns 
of the potential consequences — though 
there is no mention of the ongoing geno- 
cide against Middle Eastern Christians fa- 
cilitated by those same policies. The exo- 
dus of hundreds of thousands of Syrians 
into Europe was also not contemplated in 
the document, but it is certainly a direct 
consequence of the policies pursued by the 
Obama administration and its allies. Ap- 
parently senior military officials warned 
the administration against backing ter- 
rorists in Syria, but the White House pro- 
ceeded anyway. 


Globalist-created 

Refugees Flooding the West 

Now many of those same Islamist fighters 
backed by the West in Syria and Libya are 
pouring into Europe and even the United 
States, masquerading as refugees or hiding 
among them — with the goal of wreaking 
havoc. How many, exactly, intend to un- 
leash violence in their new home countries 
is, of course, impossible to determine. But 
European authorities have already arrest- 
ed a number of jihadists, including ISIS 
fighters, posing as immigrants. ISIS has 
been bragging that thousands of its opera- 
tives have already landed in Europe, ready 
to carry out attacks whenever the oppor- 
tunity presents itself. But even beyond the 
threat of terrorism itself, which globalists 
have long fomented to achieve various 
goals, is a widespread and growing fear 
among Europeans about the Islamization 
of the West. 

Ironically, perhaps, deposed Libyan 
strongman Gadhafi once boasted of the 
Islamic presence in Europe and its poten- 
tial eventual results. “We have 50 million 
Muslims in Europe,” he said. “There are 
signs that Allah will grant Islam victory 
in Europe — without swords, without 
guns, without conquest — and will turn 
it into a Muslim continent within a few 
decades.” Thanks in part to the war to 
overthrow Gadhafi by Obama, al-Qaeda, 
and European governments, that prospect 
is becoming increasingly less far-fetched. 
And all of it was based on a UN resolu- 
tion, with Obama never bothering to seek 
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In fact, it is hardly a secret, with several top U.S. 
officials even admitting publicly that Obama's “anti-ISIS” 
coalition had actually created, armed, and funded ISIS. 
Al-Qaeda, too, received a great deal of Support from 


the Obama administration. 


permission from Congress as the Consti- 
tution demands. Today, after the “regime 
change” plot turned Libya into a terror 
state embroiled in civil war, Libyan Mus- 
lims are fleeing to Europe by the shipload, 
bringing their religion with them — a re- 
ligion that has inspired multiple attempts 
throughout its history to subjugate Euro- 
pean Christendom by force. 

Of course, Europe will not be alone. 
Already, federal data show the United 
States is admitting some 250,000 Muslim 
immigrants each year, and with escalating 
pressure from the UN and the EU amid the 
refugee crisis, that number can only keep 
rising. Indeed, Obama has already pledged 
to resettle thousands more Syrian refugees 
in cities and towns across America at tax- 
payer expense — despite the fact that top 
security officials and lawmakers have al- 
ready said under oath that it is impossible 
to properly vet the arrivals. 

“Those of you that saw some of those 
heartbreaking images of that small boy 
drowned, I think anybody who’s a par- 
ent understands that that stirs all of our 
consciences,” Obama said in an emotion- 
ally charged September 12 speech at Ft. 
Meade announcing a plan to take in an 
additional 10,000 refugees. 

Unsurprisingly, Obama never once 
hinted at his administration’s starring 
role in the events that directly led up to 
the boy’s drowning, and to the broader 
refugee crisis now unfolding. Also left 
unmentioned are reports that the boy’s 
family had been living safely in Tur- 
key for three years after escaping from 
Syria. In fairness to Obama, though, the 
effort to destabilize Syria by backing op- 
position forces stretches back to at least 
the George W. Bush administration, ac- 
cording to official cables released by 
WikiLeaks showing U.S. taxpayer fund- 
ing for anti-Assad groups and media, in 
addition to cables showing U.S. gov- 
ernment scheming to exploit extremist 
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groups and other tactics to undermine 
the Syrian regime. Bush also paved the 
way for Iraq to become what it is today: 
a failed state in which Christianity, once 
a vibrant part of the nation, has been 
practically eliminated as refugees from 
all religions try desperately to get out. 
Obama went on to suggest in his speech 
that “climate change” was also going to 
produce waves of refugees that America 
and Europe must deal with. 

In Europe, the crisis is growing more 
severe by the day, and with half of Syria’s 
population already displaced, that could 
mean as many as 10 million Syrians head- 
ing for Europe in the not-too-distant future. 
If the chaos spreads further, those numbers 
could skyrocket even higher. And if people 
across Africa and the Middle East get the 
impression that they can just show up at 


Europe’s borders and receive easy asylum, 
welfare, a house, and more — a process 
that is well under way as European lead- 
ers publicly throw down the welcome mat 
and demonize anyone who questions the 
wisdom of such a policy — the growing 
tidal wave of migrants could reach apoca- 
lyptic levels. And with Europe already 
overwhelmed, there can be little doubt that 
the UN, the EU, and the Obama administra- 
tion will all demand that the United States 
help pick up the slack. And those cries will 
continue growing louder. Already, various 
tax-funded resettlement contractors and 
“NGOs” are demanding that the U.S. gov- 
ernment accept far more refugees. 

The UN, meanwhile, is demanding 
the the EU usurp more power and pump 
more refugees into Europe. The UN high 
commissioner for refugees is “deeply 
disappointed” that the EU could not de- 
cide where to resettle more than 100,000 
refugees, a spokesperson for the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in a statement. “This is a 
moment of truth for the EU,” said High 
Commissioner Antonio Guterres. “Ei- 
ther it acts, or it will become irrelevant 
in international affairs. In an ideal world, 
there would be a common European 
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Taking sides, filling graves: American weapons delivered to “moderate” jihadists, as seen here, 
have been a crucial factor fueling the horrific bloodshed and terrorism in Syria. 
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Cause and effect: Warmongering neocon Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.), a leading supporter 
of the policies that sparked the refugee crisis, exploits a dead Syrian child to demand more U.S. 


intervention. 


asylum policy and refugees could move 
freely within the EU.” 

As Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban recently warned, talk of how many 
Middle Eastern refugees to accept based 
on a proposed EU “quota” system is be- 
yond futile while the continental regime 
cannot even secure its outer borders. Plus, 
there will be major, long-lasting conse- 
quences associated with allowing mil- 
lions more Muslim refugees to settle in 
Europe, he warned, citing, among other 
concerns, the threat to Western civiliza- 
tion’s Christian heritage. Many European 
governments are already overwhelmed 
economically and facing massive unrest, 
with the incoming wave of refugees set 
to intensify existing crises. And while EU 
leaders pretend to bicker about what to 
do with 200,000 of the refugees already 
on the continent, politicians know that 
is a mere drop in the bucket compared 
to the reality of what Europe is facing. 
“There are many signs that Germany this 


being not to feel sympathy for the mil- 
lions of people — many of them children 
— whose lives have been shattered. But 
Americans and Europeans must not lose 
sight of the facts — this disaster was 
caused by globalists, and is now being 
exploited by those same globalists, seem- 
ingly without regard for the consequences. 
Indeed, the mushrooming refugee crisis 
would appear to be yet another a perfect 
illustration of the establishment’s age- 
old “problem-reaction-solution” scam. In 
essence, the same figures who created a 
problem exploit the public reaction to it 
while offering their “solutions” — almost 
always involving loss of freedom or some 
other policy the public would not accept 
under normal circumstances. 

Obama’s former chief of staff ac- 
knowledged and promoted such a strat- 
egy, saying, “You never let a serious cri- 
sis go to waste, and what I mean by that, 
it’s an opportunity to do things you think 
you could not do before.” In other words, 


the upper echelons of the White House. 
Settling millions of Muslim refugees in 
Europe and the United States in such 
a short time span would have been un- 
thinkable just a few years ago. And yet, 
thanks to the globalist-engineered blood- 
bath in multiple Islamic nations, it is now 
happening, and anyone who even raises 
questions about the policy is being ruth- 
lessly demonized as racist, xenophobic, 
“Islamophobic,” and more. In parts of 
Europe, such as Germany, where a for- 
mer Stasi agent was recently hired to 
patrol Facebook for “xenophobia” and 
“hate” aimed at immigrants, criminal 
prosecutions are also on the agenda. 

Without a doubt, the resettlements will 
have major implications stretching gen- 
erations into the future that the establish- 
ment media and globalist political leaders 
refuse to discuss. In some parts of Europe, 
those consequences are already becoming 
impossible to ignore, as Muslim popula- 
tions, often in ethnic enclaves, skyrock- 
et upwards. Recent immigrant riots in 
France, Sweden, and other nations under- 
score the point — social chaos is brewing 
quickly, and it is going to get much worse. 
There will undoubtedly be jihadists, ter- 
rorists, criminals, and others among the 
refugees, too, setting the stage for future 
terror attacks and unrest to again be ex- 
ploited as a pretext for ramping up the 
police state and further attacks on liberty. 

It may all be inevitable at this point, 
with European governments claiming to 
be unable to contain the human tsunami at 
their borders, and millions of non-Western 
immigrants already spread across the con- 
tinent. Many, many more — potentially 
millions more — are already in the pipe- 
line. At the very least, though, Americans 
and Europeans must hold accountable the 
individuals who unleashed the bloodbath 
in the first place via their “foreign policy.” 
And that accountability should start at the 
very top — from Obama and EU leaders 
on down. & 
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U.S. MILITARY 
Trained Top ISIS Commander 


While the United States military reportedly trained the ISIS 
leader to fight Putin’s forces in Georgia, he nevertheless 
used his new skills to bring slaughter to the Middle East. 
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Ie 
Top ISIS military commander Tarkhan Batirashvili, who now calls himself Abu Omar 


al-Shishani, was trained by U.S. Special Forces and radicalized in a Saudi-funded mosque. 


by Alex Newman 


ne of the Islamic State’s top mili- 

() tary commanders was actually 
trained by U.S. Special Forces in 

the nation of Georgia before taking up arms 
for ISIS in Syria, according to a variety of 
sources quoted in an explosive investiga- 
tive report by the McClatchy news agency. 
In addition, a member of the Obama ad- 
ministration’s supposed “anti-ISIS” coali- 
tion, the Wahhabi-Islamic dictatorship in 
Saudi Arabia, played a key role in radical- 
izing the jihadist leader through a radical 
Islamist mosque it funded near his village. 
In other words, without the direct as- 
sistance of key “anti-ISIS” governments 
— including Washington, D.C. — the 
man said to be ISIS’ most fearsome and 
skilled military leader would almost cer- 
tainly never have arrived in Syria to wage 
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ruthless war on infidels in the first place. 
But ISIS commander Tarkhan Batirash- 
vili, who now calls himself Abu Omar al 
Shishani, is hardly the only one. 

As massive amounts of evidence (see 
page 10) and numerous news reports con- 
tinue to emerge highlighting the trend of 
U.S. policies to fuel terrorism, it is becom- 
ing increasingly difficult to tell where ISIS 
begins and the globalist establishment ends. 
Among other revelations, Vice President 
Joe Biden, speaking at Harvard, admitted 
that Obama’s “anti-ISIS” coalition had 
funded and armed various terrorist groups 
in Syria that went on to become ISIS. Later, 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Mar- 
tin Dempsey revealed in Senate testimony 
that Sunni Arab dictators in Obama’s “anti- 
ISIS” coalition were not just supporting 
ISIS — they were funding it. Next, a 2012 
U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency report 
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released under the Freedom of Information 
Act exposed the fact that Western powers 
and their Islamic dictator allies were sup- 
porting Islamic terrorists and wanted to see 
a fundamentalist Islamic State created in 
Eastern Syria. And finally, the former chief 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency went on 
TV and disclosed the facts behind Obama’s 
“willful” support of Islamic terrorists while 
distancing himself from the deadly policies. 

The McClatchy report, then, is only the 
latest shoe to drop in a long train of revela- 
tions directly linking the U.S. government 
and its allies to ISIS, and jihad more broad- 
ly. Headlined “U.S. training helped mold 
top Islamic State military commander,” the 
September 15 article by special correspon- 
dent Mitchell Prothero contains a treasure 
trove of information about the U.S.-trained 
terrorist, gathered from interviews with 
a wide range of sources, including many 
close to the ongoing Syrian war. In es- 
sence, the report paints a troubling picture 
of Batirashvili’s background, and offers 
much insight into how he became a leading 
ISIS commander responsible for a number 
of critical victories secured by the terror- 
ist group. Beyond revealing Batirashvili’s 
advanced U.S. military training in Georgia 
and his radicalization in a Saudi-funded 
mosque, the piece provides still more evi- 
dence about the utter failure — or outright 
insanity, perhaps even criminality — of 
what Washington, D.C., likes to character- 
ize as “foreign policy.” 

According to the McClatchy report, the 
30-year-old Batirashvili (a.k.a. Abu Omar) 
is a “key figure” in ISIS, reportedly serv- 
ing on the ISIS “governing council,” in ad- 
dition to being the terror group’s “supreme 
military leader in northern Syria and 
Aleppo.” The report, citing his military 
prowess, including critical military vic- 
tories he led over Syrian dictator Bashar 
al-Assad’s forces, refers to him as “per- 
haps the group’s most fearsome ground 
commander.” And there is a good reason 
for that: your tax dollars. “We trained him 
well, and we had lots of help from Amer- 
ica,” an unidentified former Georgian de- 
fense official told the news agency, asking 
not to be named because of the sensitivity 
of the terrorist’s role in ISIS. “In fact, the 
only reason he didn’t go to Iraq to fight 
alongside America was that we needed his 
skills here in Georgia.” 
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Batirashvili’s former comrades in the 
Georgian military echoed the praise for 
the terrorist’s military abilities and told 
McClatchy that he was “immediately” 
recruited into Georgia’s U.S.-trained spe- 
cial forces upon enlistment. Again, your 
tax dollars — and your sons serving in 
the U.S. military — played a crucial role 
in transforming Batirashvili from an im- 
poverished Muslim Chechen villager 
into a brutal and well-trained commander 
whose forces are now busily decapitating 
Christians and selling children into sex 
slavery to fund jihad. “He was a perfect 
soldier from his first days, and everyone 
knew he was a star,” explained a former 
military comrade of Batirashvili, who also 
requested anonymity. 

Of course, the U.S. government’s train- 
ing for Batirashvili and other soldiers in 
Georgia did not take place with the explicit 
goal of producing future military leaders for 
a group of savages styling themselves the 
Islamic State. Instead, similar in many ways 
to what happened with Osama bin Laden 
and al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, the U.S. gov- 
ernment’s plan, supposedly at least, was 
to help the government of Georgia defend 
itself against potential aggression from the 
Kremlin. And indeed, according to sourc- 
es interviewed for the McClatchy report, 
Batirashvili fought well against Russian 
strongman Vladimir Putin’s forces, first as 
a Chechen rebel, and later as a U.S.-trained 
Georgian special forces officer. 

Batirashvili came from an isolated Is- 
lamic enclave in the largely Orthodox 
Christian nation. But unlike the radical 
Islamism supported by Iran’s mullas or 
Saudi Arabia’s regime, Batirashvili and 
others from his region had traditionally 
followed a moderate strain of Islam, so- 
called Sufi Islam. Sufi Muslims, and 
other more-moderate followers of Islam, 
though, are often considered heretics by 
their more radical coreligionists in places 
such as Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Iran, 
and beyond. Eventually, thanks to gener- 
ous funding from the U.S.-allied Saudi 
dictatorship, hardcore Wahhabi Islam 
would soon make an impact on the Islam- 
ic Chechen enclave in Georgia — and on 
Batirashvili in particular. 

According to McClatchy, the moderate 
version of Islam followed by locals from 
Batirashvili’s region first came under 
major pressure around the year 2000, 
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Success? General Lloyd 
Austin, commander of U.S. 
Central Command, told 
Congress just four or five 
Syrian “rebels” trained by 
the Obama administration 
were fighting ISIS. Many 
more have joined it. 


when the Saudi regime, which regularly 
beheads people, ISIS-style, financed the 
construction of a new mosque for the 
handful of ethnic Chechen villages in 
the Georgian valley. A local community 
leader quoted in the article explained 
that this new mosque “preached a kind of 
alien Wahhabi-style Islam” — the same 
radical Islam that the Saudi monarchy, a 
key member of Obama’s “anti-ISIS” co- 
alition, has for generations been trying 
to propagate around the world with lav- 
ish funding from its oil revenues. Other 
residents told the news agency that by 
the mid-2000s, the new Saudi-backed 
mosque had split the local Muslim com- 
munity in two, with older Muslims stick- 
ing to their traditional faith while younger 
villagers became radicalized in the new 
Saudi-backed mosque. 

Then, the civil war broke out in Syria, 
after years of U.S. taxpayer funding for 
and exploitation of Syrian opposition 
groups, which was exposed in official U.S. 
diplomatic cables released by WikiLeaks. 
At that point, the radicalized young Mus- 
lim villagers in Georgia began an exodus 
to go wage holy war in Syria. “They all 
started leaving for Syria,” the community 
elder told McClatchy. “Things are safer 
here now because all the radicals — our 
children — have gone to Syria.” 

It is impossible to know how many other 
ISIS fighters from around the world were 
also radicalized in mosques funded by 
members of the “anti-ISIS” coalition, or 
how many of those fighters received train- 
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ing from the U.S. military under various 
guises. But without a doubt, there are many. 

Testifying before the U.S. Senate 
Armed Services Committee on Septem- 
ber 16, General Lloyd Austin, the top 
U.S. military commander for the Middle 
East, admitted that just “four or five” of 
Obama’s U.S.-trained jihadists were actu- 
ally fighting against ISIS in Syria. 

On the other hand, entire brigades of 
U.S.-trained rebels have joined terror 
groups or signed agreements with them 
to fight Assad, and new reports of more 
mass defections have become increas- 
ingly frequent. On September 22, for ex- 
ample, the U.K. Zelegraph reported that 
another group of U.S.-government armed 
and trained rebels, known as “Division 
30,” handed their American weapons and 
equipment to al-Qaeda as soon as they 
crossed the border back into Syria from 
Turkey. “A strong slap for America,” 
boasted a public statement by al-Qaeda’s 
local affiliate Jabhat al-Nusra. “The new 
group from Division 30 that entered yes- 
terday hands over all of its weapons to 
Jabhat al-Nusra.” Many similar incidents 
have taken place in recent years. 

In other words, as a direct consequence 
of the Obama administration’s “foreign 
policy” machinations, hundreds of thou- 
sands are dying, and millions are fleeing 
their homes. As well, refugees are swamp- 
ing Europe, Middle Eastern Christians are 
facing genocide, and the national secu- 
rity threat to the United States is growing 
stronger by the day. 
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No Vetting of Syrian “Refugees” 
in Obama’s “Resettlement” Invasion 


The FBI says there is no way to vet incoming refugees and 
Senate and House chairmen blasted Obama for serious 
national security risks and economic costs of refugee policy. 


Chaos reigns as Middle Eastern migrants, such as these at the Budapest Keleti railway station, 
Hungary, flood into Europe seeking refugee status. 


by William F. Jasper 


uring a joint press appearance in 
D Berlin with German Foreign Min- 
ister Frank-Walter Steinmeier on 
September 20, Secretary of State John 
Kerry announced the Obama administra- 
tion’s plan to dramatically increase the 
flow of refugees into the United States, 
citing specifically refugees from Syria. 
“T’m pleased to announce today that the 
United States will significantly increase 
our numbers for refugee resettlement in the 
course of this next year and the year after,” 
Kerry said. “Last year I think we were at 
70,000,” he noted, referring to refugees 
worldwide accepted by the United States. 
“We are now going to go up to 85,000 with 
at least, and I underscore the ‘at least? — 
it is not a ceiling, it’s a floor — of 10,000 
over the next year from Syria specifically 
even as we also receive more refugees from 
other areas. And in the next fiscal year, 
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we'll target 100,000, and if it’s possible to 
do more, well do [more].” 

Secretary Kerry’s emphasis on “at least” 
and the pledge to do more has not been 
widely reported. However, it is a harbin- 
ger of much more to come, as the Obama 
administration allows the United States to 
become the escape valve for the flood of 
Syrian and Middle Eastern refugees now 
deluging the European Union. 

“One of the reasons it’s difficult,” Secre- 
tary Kerry continued, “is that post-9/11, we 
have new laws and new requirements with 
respect to security background checks and 
vetting, so it takes longer than one would 
like and we cannot cut corners with respect 
to those security requirements.” 

But Secretary Kerry knows full well 
that the administration is doing worse 
than “cutting corners.” According to its 
own top intelligence officials, the U.S. 
government has no way of carrying out 
security background checks and vetting to 


have any reasonable assurance that it is not 
admitting terrorists and others who present 
a danger to America and Americans. 

Following Secretary Kerry’s announce- 
ment, House Judiciary Committee Chair- 
man Bob Goodlatte and Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley 
warned that the Obama administration’s 
Syrian refugee plan poses serious security 
dangers to the United States. “ISIS and 
other terrorist groups have made it abun- 
dantly clear that they will use the refugee 
crisis to try to enter the United States,” the 
two chairmen noted in a joint statement is- 
sued on September 20. “Now, the Obama 
administration wants to bring in an addi- 
tional ten thousand Syrians without a con- 
crete and foolproof plan to ensure that ter- 
rorists won’t be able to enter the country.” 

“The administration has essentially 
given the American people a ‘trust me.’ 
That isn’t good enough,” said Goodlatte 
and Grassley. 

Top intelligence community officials 
have publicly and privately acknowledged 
that they have no way to properly vet Syr- 
ian refugees to weed out those who may 
be ISIS terrorists, or may have ties to other 
terrorist and extremist groups. In testi- 
mony before the Transportation Security 
Subcommittee of the House Homeland 
Security Committee on February 11, 2015, 
Michael Steinbach, assistant director of 
the FBI’s Counterterrorism Division, con- 
firmed that federal authorities are unable to 
offer any assurances that the many thou- 
sands of Syrians President Obama proposes 
to bring to America will be subjected to any 
reasonable security checks. 

During questioning, Steinbach ex- 
plained to Representative John Katko 
(R-N.Y.), chairman of the Transportation 
Security Subcommittee, that it would be 
impossible to vet the Syrian refugees be- 
cause “there is a lack of information.” 

“And is there [sic] ways you can sug- 
gest we go about to get this information?” 
Katko asked. “I just don’t think you can go 
and get it,” FBI’s Steinbach replied. ““We’re 
talking about a country that’s a failed state, 
that does not have any infrastructure, so 
to speak. So, all the datasets, the police, 
the intel services you would normally go 
and seek that information [from] don’t 
exist.” Katko remarked: “And that obvi- 
ously raises a grave concern about being 
able to do proper background checks on 
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the individuals coming into the country.” 
“Yes,” Steinbach replied. 


“Out of Control” — but 

Bring Them in Anyway 

The U.S. intelligence community cannot 
even ascertain whether or not the “Syr- 
ians” proposed for admittance are actu- 
ally Syrians, since more than 20,000 for- 
eigners reportedly have been involved in 
fighting there. 

“We don’t have it under control,” Stein- 
bach told the committee. “Absolutely, 
we’re doing the best we can. If I were 
to say that we had it under control, then 
I would say I know of every single indi- 
vidual traveling. I don’t. And I don’t know 
every person there and I don’t know ev- 
eryone coming back. So it’s not even close 
to being under control.” 

Director of National Intelligence James 
Clapper has likewise admitted that vetting 
Syrian refugees is a major problem and 
conceded that he expects terrorists to try 
to use the refugee program to infiltrate this 
country. 

“Exactly what’s their background?” 
Clapper asked rhetorically during a con- 
ference on September 9. “We don’t obvi- 
ously put it past the likes of ISIL [Islamic 
State of Iraq in the Levant] to infiltrate op- 
eratives among these refugees,” he said, 
answering his own question. 

House Homeland Security Committee 
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Chairman Michael McCaul (R-Texas) is- 
sued a statement on September 10 point- 
edly critical of the Obama-Kerry plan to 
vastly increase the number of Syrian refu- 
gees brought to the United States, despite 
the clear lack of security checks. 

“The President wants to surge thou- 
sands of Syrian refugees into the United 
States, in spite of consistent intelligence 
community and federal law enforcement 
warnings that we do not have the intel- 
ligence needed to vet individuals from 
the conflict zone,” McCaul stated. “We 
also know that ISIS wants to use refu- 
gee routes as cover to sneak operatives 
into the West. I implore the President to 
consult with Congress before taking any 
drastic action and to level with the Amer- 
ican people about the very real security 
challenges we face.” 

Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), chair- 
man of the Senate’s Subcommittee on 
Immigration and the National Interest, 
responded on September 21 to Secretary 
Kerry’s announcement that the United 
States would expand its intake of refugees 
over the next two years to nearly 200,000. 
This massive increase would be in addi- 
tion to the existing annual resettlement 
of those seeking asylum, illegal border- 
crossers, foreign workers, and global 
green card recipients. 

“The U.S. has already taken in four 
times more immigrants than any other 
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No security: Director of National Intelligence James Clapper, testifying here before Congress, 
is one of several top intelligence officials who have admitted we can’t vet refugees with proper 


security checks. 
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nation on Earth,” Senator Sessions de- 
clared in a press statement. “Our foreign- 
born population share is set to break 
every known historical record. Since 
9/11, we have permanently resettled ap- 
proximately 1.5 million migrants from 
Muslim nations inside the U.S. Ninety 
percent of recent refugees from the Mid- 
dle East living in our country are receiv- 
ing food stamps and approximately 70 
percent are receiving free healthcare and 
cash welfare. All of the nearly 200,000 
refugees the Administration is planning 
to bring over the next two years would 
be entitled to these same benefits the mo- 
ment they arrive. Since we are running 
huge deficits, every penny of these bil- 
lions in costs will have to be borrowed 
and added to the debt. This refugee ex- 
pansion would be in addition to the | 
million autopilot green cards handed out 
each year by the government to mostly 
low-wage migrants, including a large 
share from Middle Eastern nations.” 
Senator Sessions noted that our schools, 
job markets, and public resources are al- 
ready stretched extremely thin. He re- 
marked further, “We have no capacity to 
screen for extremist ideology, as we have 
seen with the surge of ISIS recruitment in 
Minnesota’s Somali refugee community.” 
Chairman Sessions continued: 


Middle Eastern nations must take 
the lead in resettling their region’s 
refugees. The goal of responsible 
refugee resettlement should be to re- 
locate displaced persons as close to 
their homes as possible and to seek 
their return to their country of origin 
in more stable conditions. It has also 
been reported that 3 in 4 of those 
seeking relocation from the Middle 
East are not refugees but economic 
migrants from many countries. 

At bottom, it is not a sound policy to 
respond to the myriad problems in the 
Middle East by encouraging millions 
to abandon their home. Absorbing the 
region’s migrants is not a long-term 
strategy for stabilizing the region; in- 
stead, we should look soberly at our 
most recent actions in Libya, Syria, 
Iraq and elsewhere while encourag- 
ing migrant populations to remain in 
the region where they can contribute 
to social and political reforms. 
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UN, Socialist International, Obama 
Design U.S. Refugee Resettlement 


Radicals running the UNHCR and U.S. State Department 


plan a migration tidal wave. 


No end in sight: Migrants rest in a cornfield as they hide from Hungarian police, on September 
13, 2015. According to the UN, the hundreds of thousands of migrants flooding into the EU are a 
small portion of millions more “stateless” persons who need refuge. 


by William F. Jasper 


he Obama administration’s recent 
| announcement of the intention to 
bring thousands (and perhaps tens 
of thousands or hundreds of thousands) 
of unvetted Syrian refugees for resettle- 
ment throughout the United States was not 
a sudden, spur-of-the-moment decision. 
It was the result of a multi-year, interna- 
tionalist push to implement the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees’ 
(UNHCR) “Transformative Agenda.” 
That not-so-hidden agenda aims at trans- 
forming Europe and America into chaotic, 
Balkanized regions afflicted with ethnic 
and religious strife, social turmoil, and 
terrorism by surging masses of Muslim 
migrants into the European Union and the 
United States. 
The UNHCR Transformative Agenda 
also aims at vastly boosting the funding 
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for UN agencies and increasing UN au- 
thority over entire regions of the world 
beset with refugee crises — many of 
which are the result of wars and “peace- 
keeping” operations conducted jointly by 
the United States and the UN. 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Antonio Guterres and United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) executive 
director Anthony Lake are the UN point 
men working closely with the Obama 
State Department. The active leadership 
of both these individuals in the U.S. and 
EU refugee policies is cause for alarm. 
Even more alarming is the fact that they 
are not the only troubling participants; 
the ranks of the UN officials involved in 
formulating refugee “solutions” are filled 
with persons — including from Commu- 
nist China — who have neither the in- 
terests of the refugees nor the security 
concerns of the West in mind. Guterres is 


the former Socialist Party prime minister 
of Portugal and former president of the 
European Council. Perhaps most nota- 
bly, he was, from 1999-2005, president 
of the Socialist International, the radical 
Marxist organization that includes many 
“former” communist parties that have re- 
branded themselves as “socialist” or “so- 
cial democrat” — without significantly 
changing their politics or personnel. 

Although virtually unknown to most 
Americans, the Socialist International 
(SI) has been exerting enormous political 
influence worldwide since the 1950s, es- 
pecially through its dominant influence at 
the United Nations. 


“Ultimate Objective ... 

Nothing Less Than World Government” 
The Socialist International membership 
includes more than 160 socialist parties 
from more than 100 countries, including 
from 54 nations where SI member parties 
are currently running the show or sharing 
power in a coalition government. At its 
1962 Congress in Oslo, Norway, the So- 
cialist International candidly proclaimed: 
“The ultimate objective of the parties of 
the Socialist International is nothing less 
than world government.... Membership 
of the United Nations must be made uni- 
versal.” The SI has never deviated from 
that objective, and has used its growing 
influence to push greater empowerment of 
the UN and its agencies, to the point that 
the UN is now on the brink of becoming a 
world government. 

On September 14, the SI and its parties 
weighed in on the growing refugee crisis 
in Europe, launching a global appeal for 
the EU to accept “the continuing flow of 
refugees and asylum seekers fleeing con- 
flict zones.” 

“The Socialist International calls on 
the EU to reach a speedy agreement on 
a fair and humane plan for accommodat- 
ing the continuing flow of refugees and 
asylum seekers fleeing conflict zones,” 
the organization declared in a press state- 
ment. “While it is important to recognise 
that this is an issue of global dimension 
and requires that countries from all con- 
tinents assume their fair share of respon- 
sibility,” the statement continued, “it is 
crucial for Europe today to act in line with 
the values, the spirit of solidarity and of 
common progress upon which the EU 
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was founded with the participation of our 
movement, and in keeping with its moral 
and legal obligations.” 

Like Guterres, many former SI officials 
now occupy (or have occupied) top slots 
amid the UN’s burgeoning bureaucracy. 
Guterres and these ex-officio SI brass con- 
tinue to regularly attend SI programs and 
use their UN offices to promote the SI’s 
Marxist agenda. This is plainly evident 
from a casual perusal of the SI website. 
The SI’s involvement with Guterres and 
the UNHRC is touched on in the SI appeal, 
which notes the “numerous meetings” of 
its various committees on the issue, in- 
cluding SI meetings at the UN headquar- 
ters in New York. 

“The Socialist International remains 
committed to promoting political solu- 
tions to this crisis, convinced that political 
action is the only way to achieve the con- 
ditions necessary for peace, democracy 
and equality,” says the SI September 14 
appeal. “This position has been borne out 
at the numerous meetings of its Migra- 
tions Committee, its regional committees 
and its Councils, the most recent of which, 
held at the UN headquarters in New York, 
adopted unanimously a Charter for the 
Rights of Migrants, Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers to which all its member parties 
worldwide subscribe.” 

The SI appeal goes on to note: “At the 
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Dangerous duo: UN High Commissioner for Refugees Antonio Guterres (former president of the 


SI Council meeting held at the UN in Ge- 
neva in December 2014 Antonio Guterres, 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees and 
former President of the Socialist Interna- 
tional, warned that the humanitarian sys- 
tem was reaching breaking point. He also 
stressed the crucial need to tackle the root 
causes that create humanitarian problems, 
which urgently needed to be addressed 
from a political perspective.” 

It is significant that the above-men- 
tioned SI appeal does not call on China, 
Russia, Turkey, or any of the nearby 
wealthy Muslim states of the gulf re- 
gion — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates — to shoulder 
any of the refugee burden. All the afore- 
mentioned Muslim states have been con- 
spicuous by their failure to take in any of 
their displaced fellow Muslims, leaving 
the burden to the nations of the post- 
Christian West. 

UNHCR’s Guterres is not the only SI 
veteran at the UN involved in planning 
the global refugee diaspora. Overseeing 
the UN’s operations in this sphere is the 
UN’s Inter-Agency Standing Commit- 
tee (IASC), where Guterres is considered 
“first among equals.” Also prominent 
among the IASC “principals” is Helen 
Clark, a longtime SI leader who has vigor- 
ously advanced the UN’s socialist agenda 
in her current post as administrator of the 


radical Socialist International) (left) speaks during a press conference with UNICEF Executive 
Director Anthony Lake (right) at a refugee conference in 2014. 
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UN Development Programme (UNDP), 
mostly under the rubric of “biodiversity” 
and “sustainable development.” 

As we noted in an article here last year, 
Clark “served three terms as prime minis- 
ter of New Zealand (1999-2008) and took 
over as administrator at the UNDP, the 
third-highest office at the UN, in 2009.” 
We reported further that, according to the 
online New World Encyclopedia, “She 
represented the New Zealand Labour Party 
at the congresses of the Socialist Interna- 
tional and of the Socialist International 
Women in 1976, 1978, 1983 and 1986, 
at an Asia-Pacific Socialist Organization 
Conference held in Sydney in 1981, and at 
the Socialist International Party Leaders’ 
Meeting in Sydney in 1991.” 

Another “principal” member of the 
UN’s IASC is Dr. Margaret Chan, from 
the People’s Republic of China, who took 
over as director-general of the UN’s World 
Health Organization (WHO) as the result 
of a high-pressure lobbying campaign by 
her Communist Party overlords in Bei- 
jing. Dr. Chan has proven that those ef- 
forts were not misspent. Among other 
things, she notably used her new position 
at WHO to misdirect world attention away 
from Communist China’s toxic milk and 
baby formula scandal that resulted in tens 
of thousands of casualties and an unknown 
number of deaths. 

Another of the troubling IASC princi- 
pals heavily involved in the UN refugee 
resettlement program is UNICEF Execu- 
tive Director Anthony Lake. Lake will 
be remembered by many as the extreme 
leftist whose nomination by President Bill 
Clinton to be director of the CIA might 
have succeeded, except for an article 
in THE NEW AMERICAN by this writer (and 
an extensive effort by The John Birch So- 
ciety) that the New York Times and other 
establishment media outlets credited with 
torpedoing the appointment. 

On April 15, 2013, Lake co-authored 
an op-ed for the New York Times and 
the International Herald Tribune entitled 
“A U.N. Appeal to Save Syria.” The op-ed 
authors said they were not appealing for 
more funds, “needed as they are,” but for 
governments to do all they possibly can 
“to save the Syrian people and save the 
region from disaster.” Their disclaimer 
notwithstanding, the point of the op-ed 
was indeed to gin up support for more 
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funding for the UN and its agencies, as 
well as political commitments to support 
a greater footprint and greater institution- 
al clout for the UN. Anthony Lake’s co- 
authors of the op-ed were IASC fellow 
members Guterres and Dr. Chan, whom 
we’ve already mentioned; Baroness Val- 
erie Amos, former SI leader and head of 
Britain’s Labour Party in the House of 
Lords, now UN under secretary-general 
for Humanitarian Affairs; and Ertharin 
Cousin, a Chicago attorney and Obama 
UN appointee who is now executive di- 
rector of the World Food Programme, the 
mammoth UN program that even many 
“mainstream media” have condemned 
for “rampant corruption.” 

The collaborative relationship be- 
tween the U.S. State Department and the 
UNHCR (including IASC, on which An- 
thony Lake, Antonio Guterres, et al. serve) 
is spelled out formally in the State De- 
partment document entitled “2014-2015 
Framework for Cooperation Between the 
United States Department of State’s Bu- 
reau of Population, Refugees and Migra- 
tion and the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees.” 

That document begins, “The Bureau 
of Population, Refugees, and Migration 
at the United States Department of State 
(hereinafter referred to as PRM) and the 
Office of the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as UNHCR) have been working 
in formal partnership through a Frame- 
work for Cooperation since the year 2000 
to provide protection, humanitarian assis- 
tance, and durable solutions to UNHCR’s 
beneficiaries.” 

It continues, “They have a unique rela- 
tionship: PRM has long been UNHCR’s 
top donor, while UNHCR has been PRM’s 
largest multilateral partner. PRM and 
UNHCR renew their bilateral Framework 
for Cooperation biennially to advance 
shared objectives.” 

That little-known but extensive “unique 
relationship” between officials and agen- 
cies of the U.S. government and the United 
Nations “refugee resettlement” lobby also 
includes, most especially, the crucial lead- 
ership provided by the Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR), the private “think tank” 
that has become the shadow government 
of the United States. Although Secretary of 
State John Kerry, a former member of the 
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Start the flood: U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry announces plans for the United States to 


accept a large influx of Syrian “refugees” at a news conference in Berlin with German Foreign 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, on September 20, 2015. 


CFR, is not currently listed on the organi- 
zation’s membership roll, his wife, Teresa 
Heinz Kerry (the wealthy Heinz heiress) 
is still listed as a member, and John Kerry 
has remained a frequent guest/participant/ 
speaker on CFR programs. 

Anne C. Richard, the assistant sec- 
retary of state who heads the Bureau of 
Population, Refugees, and Migration, is 
also a CFR member. It was Anne Rich- 
ard who announced the Obama plan to 
“surge” Syrian refugees into the United 
States. At a conference in Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, with UN High Commissioner 
Guterres on December 9, 2014, As- 
sistant Secretary Richard stated: “The 
United States accepts the majority of all 
UNHCR referrals from around the world. 
Last year, we reached our goal of reset- 
tling nearly 70,000 refugees from nearly 
70 countries. And we plan to lead in re- 
settling Syrians as well. We are review- 
ing some 9,000 recent UNHCR referrals 
from Syria. We are receiving roughly a 
thousand new ones each month, and we 
expect admissions from Syria to surge in 
2015 and beyond.” 

USAID Administrator Raj Shah is an- 
other CFR member who is playing a key 
role in the global refugee process, bribing 
foreign nations with additional funds to 
accept UNHCR-designated refugees (or 
threatening loss of funds for those who 
resist the UN-U.S. program). Administra- 
tor Shah and Assistant Secretary Richard 
were participants in the “No Lost Genera- 
tion Initiative: One Year On” at UNICEF 
Headquarters in New York City on Sep- 


tember 24, 2014, an event hosted by UNI- 
CEF Executive Director Lake. 

Likewise, Deputy Secretary of State 
William Burns (CFR) has traveled to Ge- 
neva to lecture Europeans on their moral 
obligation to “refrain from restricting or 
closing their borders, and to offer refuge 
to all those fleeing the conflict.” 

The CFR handprint on the current refu- 
gee crisis and the resettlement policies 
goes beyond the involvement of members 
serving in official capacities. Equally im- 
portant is the enormous leverage deployed 
by the organization through its thought 
cartel that dominates the national corpo- 
rate media, as well as the vast army of mil- 
itants in the network of immigrant/refugee 
“rights” groups funded by federal govern- 
ment grants and the CFR-aligned tax- 
exempt foundations. Operating in unison, 
they attempt to sell the false impression 
that the Obama-UN refugee plan has the 
strong support of a majority of Americans, 
and that resistance to it is not only futile, 
but proof that one is a mean-spirited, xe- 
nophobic bigot. 

As we point out in our “The Last Word” 
commentary on page 44, the current push 
by the Obama administration to flood 
America with UN-selected refugees is 
fraught with security, economic, political 
and social dangers for our nation. Ameri- 
cans have always been a generous and 
compassionate people, but we must not 
allow exploitation and manipulation of 
our better qualities to provide a pathway 
for subversive and destructive policies that 
will prove suicidal for our Republic. 
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PECULIAR Papal Politics 


Pope Francis has placed himself squarely in the camp of extreme environmentalists, to 
the dismay of many American Catholic conservatives. Is his flock bound to follow? 


by Rebecca Terrell 


ope Francis’ visits to Cuba and the 
P United States in September have 

left liberals gloating and conserva- 
tives doing damage control, though noth- 
ing in the many addresses and remarks 
during his nine-day North American tour 
should have surprised anyone. Since the 
beginning of his pontificate the pope has 
made clear his disapproval of capitalism, 
free markets, strict immigration standards, 
the right to bear arms, and the death pen- 
alty — each a traditional core value in the 
United States and part of what has made 
this country the envy of the world, as well 
as the aspiration of millions of Francis’ 
beloved emigrants. Regardless, the pope 
repeated these themes in speeches at the 
White House, before the joint houses of 
Congress, and to the largest gathering of 
world leaders in UN history. 

The overriding focus of the pontiff’s 
North American political agenda, however, 
was on his pet topic: climate change. Ac- 
cording to the Vatican Press Office, it was 
even the main subject of his short meeting 
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Stumping for environmentalism: At 
September’s UN General Assembly, Pope 
Francis blamed climate change for human 
trafficking, child abuse, slave labor, 
prostitution, drug and weapons trading, 
terrorism, and organized crime. 


with former Cuban dictator and avowed 
communist Fidel Castro, for whom Fran- 
cis expressed “particular respect and con- 
sideration” when he first arrived. Once on 
U.S. soil, he praised President Obama’s 
extremist environmental policies, urged 
Congress to implement “courageous ac- 
tions and strategies” aimed at limiting 
technology and power, and congratulated 
the United Nations on its 70-year anniver- 
sary, stating that without UN “interven- 
tions on the international level ... mankind 
would not have been able to survive the 
unchecked use of its own possibilities.” 
The Left certainly has a powerful ally 
in the Vatican. However, the two camps 
of climate-change alarmism include those 
who deceptively promote the scientifically 
discredited notion of human-caused global 
warming while knowing it to be false, and 
those who are mere dupes of the deceivers. 
Since Pope Francis is a cleric and not a sci- 
entist, it is safe to assume his place among 
the latter. He frames protection of the en- 
vironment in moral terms, reasoning that 
since mankind needs healthy surroundings 
in order to survive, “any harm done to the 


environment, therefore, is harm done to 
humanity.” His continual plea is to protect 
those whom he sees as victims of climate 
change — the have-nots, or in his words 
the “vulnerable in our world” — from the 
haves and their “selfish and boundless 
thirst for power and material prosperity.” 
Who could object to the noble goal of 
ameliorating poverty? By the pope’s argu- 
ment, the finger of blame points to media- 
dubbed climate-change deniers. They are 
supposedly the selfish oppressors with 
“boundless thirst for power.” Yet it is pre- 
cisely those climate realists who acknowl- 
edge that the concept of man-made global 
warming is one of the greatest frauds in 
history and that leftist UN-framed “solu- 
tions” to the concocted problem plot the 
shortest possible route to incurable pov- 
erty and tyrannical world government. 


The Road Paved With Good Intentions 
“Humans are not causing a climate crisis 
on God’s Green Earth — in fact, they are 
fulfilling their Biblical duty to protect and 
use it for the benefit of humanity,” said 
Joseph Bast, president of the Heartland 
Institute, a think tank promoting scientific 
skepticism about man-made global warm- 
ing. “The world’s poor will suffer horribly 
if reliable energy — the engine of pros- 
perity and a better life — is made more 
expensive and less reliable by the decree 
of global planners.” 

The Heartland Institute has been trying 
to drive this point home to Pope Francis 
since April, when the Vatican convened 
a landmark climate-change conference 
that surrounded the pope with liberal UN 
bureaucrats and leftist climate alarmists. 
Missing from the invitation list were any 
climate realists, so Bast led an indepen- 
dent delegation of scientists and policy 
makers to Rome for a counter-conference 
to make their voices heard. 

One of Bast’s fellow delegates was Dr. 
E. Calvin Beisner, founder and national 
spokesman for the Cornwall Alliance, a 
biblically-based public policy network of 
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Why does Francis turn a deaf ear to climate realism 
and instead support radical UN policies? The pope’s 
collectivist rhetoric has led some to suggest he is a 


Marxist. 


interfaith religious leaders and scholars 
dedicated to free-market principles. “Add- 
ing carbon dioxide to the atmosphere isn’t 
going to cause dangerous global warming,” 
Beisner noted in a press release, “but it sure 
will enhance all life on earth — including 
human life, especially among the poor.” 
Beisner’s hopeful message is the sub- 
ject of the Cornwall Alliance’s “Open Let- 
ter to Pope Francis on Climate Change,” 
originally published during the April 
counter-conference and still garnering an 
impressive list of hundreds of worldwide 
signatories with notable scientific and 
theological credentials. The letter provides 
an excellent and respectfully written pre- 
sentation of climate-change skepticism, 
and a few notable excerpts bear repeating: 


Severe poverty, widespread hunger, 
rampant disease, and short life spans 
were the ordinary condition of hu- 
mankind until the last two-and-a-half 
centuries.... What has delivered much 
of humanity from absolute material 
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poverty [includes] a combination of 
... private property rights, entre- 
preneurship, and widespread trade, 
protected by the rule of law and en- 
forced by limited and responsive 
governments; and abundant, afford- 
able, reliable energy generated from 
high-density, portable, constantly 
accessible fossil and nuclear fuels 
[which] have freed people from the 
basic tasks of survival... 

Computer climate models of the 
warming effect of enhanced atmo- 
spheric carbon dioxide are the basis 
of [catastrophic warming] fear. On 
average, models simulate more than 
twice the observed warming over 
the relevant period. Over 95% of the 
models simulate greater warming 
than has been observed, and only a 
tiny percentage come tolerably close. 

The scientific method demands 
that theories be tested by empirical 
observation. By that test, the models 
are wrong. They therefore provide no 


Papal resistance: Arizona Republican Congressman Paul Gosar, a Catholic, boycotted the 


pope’s congressional address when he found out Francis’ focus would be “the fool’s errand of 


Climate change.” 
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rational basis to forecast dangerous 
human-induced global warming, and 
therefore no rational basis for efforts 
to reduce warming by restricting the 
use of fossil fuels or any other means. 
Substituting low-density, intermit- 
tent energy sources like wind and 
solar for high-density, constant ener- 
gy sources like fossil fuels would be 
catastrophic for the world’s poor. It 
would simultaneously raise the cost 
and reduce the reliability and avail- 
ability of energy, especially electric- 
ity.... It would slow the rise of poor 
out of poverty. It would threaten to 
return millions of others to poverty. 
The risks of poverty and misguided 
energy policies that would prolong 
it far outweigh the risks of climate 
change. Adequate wealth enables 
human persons to thrive in a wide 
array of climates, hot or cold, wet or 
dry. Poverty undermines human thriv- 
ing even in the very best of climates. 
[Policies] requiring reduced use of 
fossil fuels for energy ... would con- 
demn hundreds of millions of our fel- 
low human beings to ongoing poverty. 
We respectfully appeal to you to ad- 
vise the world’s leaders to reject them. 


But despite such compelling arguments 
and strident efforts, activists such as Bast 
and Beisner have been woefully disap- 
pointed. Far from stepping back to re- 
analyze the situation, the Vatican issued 
a statement after its climate conference 
that attacked industrialized prosperity 
and free-market capitalism for supposedly 
spelling environmental doom. It addition- 
ally called for global population reduction 
and UN control of the world’s financial 
markets. Less than two months later, the 
pope released his long-anticipated en- 
cyclical, Laudato Si, on the “Care of Our 
Common Home,” which reiterated these 
fallacies, extolled radical environmental- 
ism as a moral imperative, and prescribed 
a system of world government with total 
control of currency, the food supply, mili- 
tary forces, private property, and immigra- 
tion, along with a court system to uphold 
its decrees. 

The Vatican announced that the pope 
wants these documents to influence the 
UN’s climate-change talks scheduled to 
begin this November in Paris — an eas- 
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ily achievable goal, to say the least. The 
documents merely parrot UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, which form the core 
of the international body’s Agenda 21 pro- 
gram, formulated at the 1992 Earth Sum- 
mit. The John Birch Society describes 
Agenda 21 as a plan “for the global con- 
trol and restriction over your daily life, in- 
cluding your private property, individual 
rights and civil liberties — all in the ap- 
parent name of the environment and so- 
called social justice.” The implication is 
disturbing considering Francis’ ongoing 
crusade in the name of both. 

“Sadly, the pope is aligning himself 
with a U.N. agenda that will limit devel- 
opment for billions of the world’s desper- 
ately poor residents,” warned Marc Mo- 
rano, former communications director for 
the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee and founder of the watchdog 
website Climate Depot. “The pope has 
been misled on climate science, and his 
promotion of the U.N. agenda will only 
mean the poor will be the biggest victims 
of climate change policies.” 

Why does Francis turn a deaf ear to cli- 
mate realism and instead support radical 
UN policies? The pope’s collectivist rheto- 
ric has led some to suggest he is a Marxist. 
Last November he published an apostolic 
exhortation Evangelii Gaudium that explic- 
itly condemned market-based capitalism. 
After meetings with Cuba’s murderous dic- 
tators Raul and Fidel Castro, his silence on 
the atrocities of communism is deafening. 
Writing for THE NEw American, Dr. Jack 
Kerwick pointed out that Francis’ track 
record renders as meaningless any denial 
that he is a communist, if not a Marxist. 
“To reject Marx’s theory of communism, 
much less his theory of materialism, does 
not translate into a rejection of communism 
as such,” Kerwick explained. “To suggest 
otherwise is like saying that if I reject Cal- 
vin’s theology of Christianity, I must reject 
Christianity as such.” 


Cry for Me, Argentina 

The key to understanding Pope Francis’ 
politics may lie in his Argentinian roots. 
“During my teen years I made an incursion 
into left-leaning circles,” he told Javier Ca- 
mara and Sebastian Pfaffen, authors of the 
book Quel Francesco. Francis related his 
involvement with the Peronist movement, 
and while he never formally joined any po- 
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Rampant poverty: Argentina’s Catholic University reports that more that 28 percent of 
Argentinians — about 12 million people — live below poverty level, thanks to collectivist 


government policies endorsed by Pope Francis. 


litical party, he said that the similarities he 
detected between “aspects of the Peronist 
doctrine and the Church’s social doctrine” 
helped lay his spiritual foundation. 

The “Peronist doctrine” refers to the 
political movement founded in Argenti- 
na by twice former President Juan Peron, 
who first came to power in 1946 when 
the boy who would become Pope Fran- 
cis was only 10 years old. Peronism has 
been described as neo-fascism, right- 
wing socialism, populism, and collectiv- 
ism by various political pundits, while 
the United States’ policy of containment 
during the 1950s wisely regarded Peron 
as nothing more than a communist in 
sheep’s clothing. Regardless, the size of 
Argentina’s government exploded under 
Peron’s authoritarian demagoguery, and 
the country has never recovered. He insti- 
tuted universal social security, free pub- 
lic education and medical care, and vast 
taxpayer-funded social welfare programs. 
He monopolized the newspapers and na- 
tionalized the country’s corporations and 
broadcast media sources. He was also 
not above the communistic hallmark of 
using violence and political intimidation 
to achieve his goals. 

This is the political environment in 
which Jorge Mario Bergoglio (a.k.a. Pope 


Francis) was raised and which “to a cer- 
tain extent, engendered spiritual solidity,” 
as he told Camara and Pfaffen. It should 
instead have served as a lesson about what 
collectivist policies promise to the vulner- 
able poor. “Francis grew up around the 
rancid political culture of Peronist popu- 
lism, the sterile redistribution that has re- 
duced his Argentina from the world’s 14th 
highest per-capita gross domestic product 
in 1900 to 63rd today,” wrote Washington 
Post columnist George Will. 

In fact, it should be obvious that, when 
it comes to ameliorating poverty, most of 
Latin America lags drastically behind the 
United States as “a direct result of a seem- 
ingly incurable addiction to socialism from 
the Rio Grande to Tierra del Fuego,” notes 
THE NEW AMERICAN contributor Charles 
Scaliger. “The sole exception to this rule 
on the South American continent has been 
Chile, which, thanks to a strong commit- 
ment to limited government and free mar- 
ket economics, now boasts a standard of 
living nearly the equal of our own.” 

Scaliger calls Francis’ Argentina an 
“economic basket case,” led by a “long pa- 
rade of socialist leaders ... across several 
generations of fiscal futility.” He points out 
that, in true Peronist fashion, the govern- 
ment continues to print money to pay its 
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Vatican green streak: Francis’ predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, who earned the title “Green 
Pope,” blanketed the Vatican in solar panels and planned a 37-acre forest in Hungary to 
supposedly offset carbon emissions. 


massive debts. “The result has been chronic 
hyperinflation and regular defaults on gov- 
ernment debt, followed by jarring econom- 
ic crashes that have made the Greek crisis 
look benign by comparison.” 


Roma Locuta Est 

Francis’ sympathies certainly run con- 
trary to the Catholic Church’s historical 
opposition to communism and its atheis- 
tic, materialistic philosophy. In 1949, the 
Holy See excommunicated all Catholics 
involved in communist organizations. In 
1937, Pope Pius XI called communism a 
“satanic scourge” that “subverts the social 
order” and “denies the rights, dignity and 
liberty” of mankind. 

Nineteenth-century popes were just 
as strident in warning of the dangerous, 
then-budding movement. In 1878, Pope 
Leo XIII condemned the “deadly plague” 
of “poisonous doctrine” that strives for 
“the overthrow of all civil society what- 
soever.” And in 1846, Pius [X denounced 
“that infamous doctrine of so-called 
Communism which is absolutely con- 
trary to the natural law itself, and if once 
adopted would utterly destroy the rights, 
property and possessions of all men, and 
even society itself.” 

Indeed, Francis’ peculiar papal politics 
have led many media pundits to declare he 
is transforming the papacy. But their short 
memories fail to recall how the current 
pope’s predecessor, now Pope-Emeritus 
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Benedict XVI, envisioned world govern- 
ment in his 2009 encyclical Caritas in 
Veritate: 


To manage the global economy; to 
revive economies hit by the crisis; to 
avoid any deterioration of the pres- 
ent crisis and the greater imbalances 
that would result; to bring about in- 
tegral and timely disarmament, food 
security and peace; to guarantee the 
protection of the environment and to 
regulate migration: for all this, there 
is urgent need of a true world politi- 
cal authority. 


Benedict cited as his authority another 
predecessor, Pope John XXIII. The latter’s 
1963 encyclical Pacem in Terris states, 
“Men’s common interests make it impera- 
tive that at long last a world-wide commu- 
nity of nations be established” — curious 
words considering that the United Nations 
was set to celebrate its 18th anniversary 
the same year. Four years later, Pope Paul 
VI also called for “the construction of a 
new world order” that would enjoy “ever 
growing authority.” New World Order 
became the catchphrase of the more than 
quarter-century reign of the next Catholic 
leader, John Paul II. 

Roma Locuta Est (“Rome has spo- 
ken”), but apparently out of both sides 
of its mouth. Which side are Catholics to 
follow? In September, when the pope ex- 
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pressed “heartfelt gratitude” to UN Sec- 
retary-General Ban Ki-moon in the name 
of “the entire Catholic community” and 
stressed “the importance which the Catho- 
lic Church attaches to this Institution and 
the hope which she places in its activities,” 
was he really speaking for all Catholics? 

Not for Republican presidential con- 
tenders Jeb Bush and Rick Santorum, 
both Catholic, who have come out strong- 
ly against the pope on climate change, as 
have the many Catholic signatories to the 
Cornwall Alliance’s “Open Letter.” Nor 
would it seem he speaks for the Institute 
for Theological Encounter with Science 
and Technology (ITEST), headquartered 
at the Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis 
and funded largely by the Catholic pub- 
lishing company Our Sunday Visitor. 
ITEST Director Dr. Thomas Sheahan 
served as a Heartland Institute delegate at 
its April counter-conference. 

Are these Catholics guilty of disobe- 
dience? Catholic historian Jeffrey Mirus, 
Ph.D. notes that true obedience has noth- 
ing in common with blind obedience. 
Writing on the topic for the website of 
the global Catholic television network 
EWTN, Mirus emphasizes the impor- 
tance of respect for the papacy but ex- 
plains the Catholic belief that absolute 
papal authority is present only in the case 
of infallible pronouncement directly from 
the Holy See, and only to confirm and 
clarify a truth always believed — never 
to teach anything new. (Such statements 
are extremely rare; the most recent oc- 
curred 65 years ago.) Otherwise, Catho- 
lics are responsible for their own actions 
and judgments. On his website Catholic- 
Culture.org, Mirus maintains that blind 
obedience is akin to disobedience and 
that it is imperative “to decry and combat 
the inroads of Modernism and secularism 
into the Church, even in high places.” 

So while few Catholics would question 
Francis’ motives, many question his judg- 
ment without impropriety. 

Major media report his trip to the United 
States amounted to a papal endorsement of 
liberal leftist policies and could sway cer- 
tain groups — particularly Hispanic votes 
— in next year’s election. Those riding 
the fence will ultimately have to choose 
between Francis’ green politics and the 
freedom and prosperity they enjoy as 
Americans. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Of History's Greatest Libels 


Historical facts about famous figures in history are often fabricated and then repeated 
endlessly by educators and media to change the beliefs of a culture — even in America. 


Some of the Great Lies of History 


A Challenge to 


by Fr. James Thornton 


History’s Greatest Libels, by Steve Byas, 
Indianapolis, Indiana: Dog Ear Publish- 
ing, 2015, 128 pages, paperback. 


here was a time when students 

could feel reasonably assured 

that, when taking a class in his- 
tory or reading a history text, they would 
be presented with accurate accounts of 
various events and of the lives of histori- 
cal figures. Today, however, in many col- 
leges and universities, that is no longer 
the case. Instead, those who teach these 
classes often use their positions to try to 
promote leftist ideology and, as part of 
that process, to sully the memory of his- 
torical figures whom the Left regards as 
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enemies or who represent a point of view 
inimical to leftism. In so doing, they poi- 
son young minds with a warped pseudo- 
history. An identical technique is almost 
universally employed by the mass media 
for precisely the same purpose: to distort 
the historical record and thereby propa- 
gate a worldview that by its very nature 
must rely on lies to achieve its ends. The 
result is that certain falsifications of his- 
tory become deeply etched in the public 
mind, skewing the perception of the past 
and, consequently, skewing the public’s 
political outlook. In this superb volume, 
Professor Byas considers a number of 
these fabrications, explaining why they 
are false and correcting the record. 


Lying About Leaders 

The first such libel is that the Father of 
our Country, George Washington, was 
a deist and not a Christian; second, he 
examines whether it is true that Thomas 
Jefferson engendered a child by his slave; 
next is whether President Polk led our 
country to war against Mexico in order to 
seize Texas; fourth is that Warren Hard- 
ing was our worst president; fifth are 
the massive distortions widely believed 
about the famous 1925 Scopes Trial 
(often called the “Scopes Monkey Trial”) 
in which a Tennessee law that forbade the 
teaching of evolution in public schools 
as an established fact (as opposed to a 
mere theory) was challenged; sixth on 
the professor’s list is that Senator Joseph 
McCarthy made a career of smearing in- 
nocent people; seventh discusses the con- 
troversy that swirled about the confirma- 
tion hearing of Clarence Thomas; eighth 
considers the “politically correct” view 
of Christopher Columbus, which de- 
scribes the great explorer as a genocidal 
maniac; ninth examines the role of Queen 


Marie Antoinette in igniting the French 
Revolution; tenth presents the facts with 
regard to the allegation that Adolf Hitler 
was a “champion of Christianity;” and, 
finally, the last chapter discusses the au- 
thor’s views regarding the creation of the 
modern State of Israel. Let us investigate 
three of these questions. 

The popular media has repeatedly pro- 
moted the story that DNA testing done 
in 1998 proves conclusively that Thomas 
Jefferson fathered a child by his slave, 
Sally Hemings. In fact, the actual pub- 
lished conclusion drawn from the DNA 
testing is that one of the sons of the slave 
Sally Hemings was fathered by a “Jeffer- 
son male.” There were, of course, other 
male members of the Jefferson family 
alive at that time besides Thomas Jeffer- 
son, many living relatively close to the 
Jefferson estate, at least one of whom 
was much more likely to have fathered 
the child, as the author shows. So there is 
really no evidence proving the culpability 
of Thomas Jefferson in this matter. Yet 
the media ignores the actual findings of 
the DNA testing for no other reason than 
to damage the good name of the author of 
the Declaration of Independence and our 
third president. Why would they do that? 
By damaging or destroying the good 
names of the genuine heroes of Ameri- 
can liberty and independence, they hope 
to enhance, by way of comparison, the 
sleazy reputations of their own modern 
bogus heroes. 

It is highly probable that Left-liberals 
have expended more venom, more un- 
mitigated hatred, against the late Senator 
Joseph McCarthy than against any other 
American. And amazingly, although the 
senator from Wisconsin died almost 60 
years ago, the hatred has never abated. 
As the author writes, the mass media por- 
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tray the early 1950s — what they call the 
“McCarthy Era” — as years in which all, 
or most, Americans trembled in fear of 
“McCarthyism,” that is, of being accused 
of communist sympathies or of actual 
membership in the Communist Party. 

The truth is that during that period 
very, very few Americans were fearful 
of Senator McCarthy. The only Ameri- 
cans who had any reason to be fearful 
were those who occupied positions in the 
federal government, since the senator’s 
investigations encompassed only fed- 
eral government officials and employees 
who in the past had given, or were then 
giving, support to the international com- 
munist conspiracy. Let us remember that 
these American communists and com- 
munist sympathizers were not benign so- 
cial reformers, but were proponents and 
obedient servants of the regime of Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin, one of the great- 
est mass murderers in the history of the 
world. In other words, they favored con- 
signing all Americans to the “tender mer- 
cies” of a man who had already killed tens 
of millions of people. Moreover, having 
infiltrated the government of the United 
States, especially during the Roosevelt 
and Truman administrations, they were 
prepared to lie, cheat, steal, sabotage, 
spy, subvert, or do whatever else their 
superiors in the Communist Party asked 
them to do in order to advance the cause 
of the USSR in the world. 

Those are the sorts of traitors Senator 
McCarthy sought to expose and to root 
out of positions of power and influence in 
our government. Sadly, the senator, while 
successful to a degree, nevertheless failed 
in his mission to rid our government of 
enemy agents, in part because he was 
stabbed in the back, so to speak, by men 
pretending to be conservatives but who 
were actually weak-kneed compromisers 
and also because he underestimated the 
tremendous power of crypto-communists 
and fellow travelers in other segments of 
American society. Senator McCarthy did 
not smear innocent people. 


Dreadful Discovery 

Let us examine one additional chapter in 
Professor Byas’ book. In history classes 
in many of our universities, it is now of- 
ficial dogma that Christopher Columbus 
not only did nothing good for the indig- 
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enous peoples of the Americas, but did 
incalculable harm to them. The “politi- 
cally correct” view of the man is that he 
“was a racist killer, who enslaved Indi- 
ans, started the African slave trade, and 
even used captured Indians as dog food!” 
Contrast that jaundiced view with that of 
our ancestors only a little over a century 
ago. In 1893, Chicago hosted the World’s 
Columbian Exposition, a huge world’s 
fair held in honor of Columbus on the 
occasion of the 400th anniversary of his 
discovery of the New World. The opin- 
ion of an overwhelming majority at that 
time, and the opinion that prevailed until 
fairly recently, is that Columbus was one 
of the greatest men in world history, the 
man whose vision brought knowledge of 
two huge previously unknown continents 
to the remainder of the world. Clearly, it 
took courage and tenacity to sail off into 
the unknown, to resist the angry demands 
of a superstitious crew, and to push for- 
ward week after week across an appar- 
ently endless sea. 

Was Columbus a “racist”? First let us 
note that the terms “racist” and “racism” 
have no objective meaning (like the term 
“enemy of the people”) and so are frequent- 
ly thrown around to defame anyone the Left 
dislikes. Columbus did not hate the native 
people he found in the New World but felt 
great affection for them, wishing only the 
best for them. The translator of Columbus’ 
log, Robert Fuson, noted that Columbus ex- 
pressed “nothing but love and admiration 
for the Indians.” And, obviously, the great 
explorer had nothing to do with the slave 
trade, which did not even begin until many 
years after his death. 
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But if such allegations are untrue, why 
does the Left demonize Columbus? That 
he brought Christianity to the peoples of 
the New World is what most infuriates 
the Left-liberals, Professor Byas charg- 
es, since they hate Christianity and the 
civilization that Christianity created and 
nurtured. They hate Christianity because, 
in its genuine forms, it is an almost in- 
vincible barrier against the objectives of 
the Left. Hence, for his piety and his mis- 
sionary zeal to advance his faith, Colum- 
bus is portrayed as one of the most evil 
men of history. 

Many of our readers will disagree 
with the author’s chapter concerning the 
modern State of Israel. That is indeed a 
complex issue and one that is the cause 
of endless strife and controversy. The 
author’s presentation reflects one point 
of view of that controversy, but there 
are other views that are at least as legiti- 
mate and as worthy of a hearing. Apart 
from that chapter, I highly recommend 
this book. It is a valuable resource for 
young people, especially those subject- 
ed to public-school brainwashing and 
the process known as “dumbing-down,” 
which extinguishes the ability in our 
young to think critically and indepen- 
dently. Left-liberalism can only prosper 
through ignorance. Its basic premises 
and the whole of its ideology are noth- 
ing more than a huge tangle of lies. De- 
ception is its byword, chicanery its chief 
method. Exposed to the light of truth, as 
happens with Professor Byas’ History's 
Greatest Libels, it withers and dies. By 
supporting books like this, we help to 
brighten that light. © 
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#CopsLoveLemonadeStands 


In June, police in Overton, Texas, shut 
down a lemonade stand because the 
young girls running it did not have a per- 
mit, drawing fire from free-market loving 
Americans. A similar story came out of 
Helen, Georgia, in July. But not all of this 
summer’s lemonade stories ended bitterly. 

Police in Leominster, Massachusetts, for 
example, made an important point on Na- 
tional Lemonade Day — August 19 — for 
those who wondered whether they would 
be shutting down young lemonade entre- 
preneurs who have failed to secure a permit. 

Chief of Police Bob Healey posted on 
the police station’s Facebook page: 


Fine folks here of LemonTown, I, 
Chief Healey, tell you now that our 
department will never shut down a 
young child’s lemonade stand! My 
officers enjoy a cold cup of lemon- 
ade, particularly on these scorching 
and muggy days. While hydrating the 
community, the kids are also learning 
about fiscal responsibility, community 
service and well — just being a good 
kid having good old fashioned fun. 


Chief Healey went so far as to ask resi- 
dents to contact the department by e-mail 
or by telephone to invite officers to chil- 
dren’s lemonade stands for a refreshing 
lemonade. “If we’re able to, we’ll stop 
down to support you,” he wrote. 

Similarly, Palo Alto, California, police 
officers started a social media campaign 
with the Twitter hashtag #CopsLoveLem- 
onadeStands. Each time they tweeted the 
hashtag, it accompanied a photo of Palo 
Alto officers at a lemonade stand they vis- 
ited. Their first post was put out on June 
1 and prompted an astounding number of 
requests for the officers to visit various 
lemonade stands in the area. 

According to the San Jose Mercury 
News, the campaign erupted all over Twit- 
ter and was quickly adopted by other de- 
partments in California, as well as depart- 
ments across the country. 

“#CopsLoveLemonadeStands isn’t just 
about humanizing our officers and giving 
kids the opportunity to say hi (and sell 
some lemonade), it is also a lot of fun for 
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our officers and gives them the opportu- 
nity to build relationships with one of our 
most important assets — the (kids) of our 
community,” said Captain Gary Berg of 
Campbell, California. 

In Lake County, Ohio, Deputy Zach 
Ropos spotted a young girl named Gabri- 
elle running a lemonade stand on the side 
of the road. When he stopped for a drink, 
he asked her what she intended to do with 
the money that she earned. Gabrielle re- 
sponded that she wanted to purchase an 
iPad to help her with her schoolwork and 
to play games. She explained that her par- 
ents were struggling financially and that 
she wanted to earn the money herself. 

Fox News 8 wrote that Deputy Ropos 
was moved by Gabrielle’s story and her 
incredible show of independence and ini- 
tially decided to give her an older-model 
iPad that he had. Upon discovering that it 
no longer worked, however, Deputy Ropos 
decided instead to buy Gabrielle a new one. 

Ropos’ generosity could not have come 
at a better time for Gabrielle. Fox 8 re- 
ported that just before he arrived at Ga- 
brielle’s home with her iPad, she had of- 
fered to give her mother all the money she 
earned from the lemonade stand so that her 
mother could buy gas for her car. 

Perhaps these stories will inspire others 
to make the summer of 2016 a lemonade- 
stand friendly one. 


A Tale for a Trim 


In an effort to encourage local children 
to read, barber Courtney Holmes of 
Dubuque, Iowa, gave out free haircuts to 
children on August 8. 

People.com reports that Holmes traded 
haircuts for tales at the Spark Salon in 
Dubuque to boys and girls who were will- 
ing to read aloud to him. 

For four hours, Holmes gave free hair- 
cuts to students preparing to return to 
school as part of the Back to School Bash 
in Comiskey Park. The Back to School 
Bash is an opportunity for multiple com- 
munity groups and nonprofit organizations 
to connect with families and educate them 
on the many resources available to them 
before and after school. 

GlobeGazette.com reported that St. 
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Mark Youth Enrichment gave away books 
during the event, some of which were used 
to read to Holmes. 

Caitlin Daniels, grade-level reading coor- 
dinator with the Community Foundation of 
Greater Dubuque, observed, “All the kids, 
they want to have a good haircut to go back 
to school. They’ re paying through reading.” 

And for those who were unable to get 
their hair cut at the event, Holmes handed 
out his card as a coupon. “Come to the 
salon and read to me,” he promised, “and 
the cut is free.” 

“T think a lot of parents realize that lit- 
eracy is important, but I don’t think they 
are actually doing that in their homes, 
reading with their children,” Holmes told 
People.com. “With me giving out free 
haircuts, it gives me a chance to say, ‘Hey, 
you need to pick up a book and read it and 
we can help you if you need it.’” 

He added, “This is one small way that 
we can start something — to reach out to 
parents and let them know the importance 
of reading and making sure kids get the 
knowledge they need so that they don’t 
have to struggle through school.” 

During the haircuts, Holmes assisted the 
children with difficult words, a task that 
he said brings him joy. He also questioned 
them to make sure they comprehend what 
they are reading. 

Corrine Kroger, coordinator for the 
Every Child, Every Promise initiative at 
the Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque, stated that any effort to increase 
reading among children is important be- 
cause of the impact that reading has on 
success. “Based on statistics and data, 
we know that 74 percent of kids who fall 
behind in reading by end of third grade 
don’t finish high school,” Kroger told 
People.com. “The criminal justice system 
bases their prison rates on third-grade 
reading scores.” 

The Spark Salon intends to continue the 
haircut and reading event once a month, 
and donations are coming in from mem- 
bers of the community. “The community 
is really feeling it. Everybody is excited 
about it. We want to make sure we keep 
doing this,” says Holmes, who moved to 
Dubuque from Chicago a year ago. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The fall of the Western 


Roman Empire was 
precipitated by 
immigrants — who had 
fled to Roman protection 
from the Huns — when 
the newcomers refused to 
follow Roman laws. 


by Charles Scaliger 


he late afternoon of August 9, 378 
A.D. was brutally hot in the fields 
around Adrianople in southeastern 
Europe. Today a prosperous Turkish city 
(Edirne) near the Greek and Bulgarian 
borders, Adrianople on that day almost 
1,700 years ago was the site of one of the 
greatest and most decisive battles in all 
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No turning back: Migrating Goths cross a river en route to safety within Roman borders. Once 
the fateful decision had been made to open the floodgates of uncontrolled immigration from the 
East, the Roman Empire was living on borrowed time. 


of human history, a conflict that ran its 
course quickly in the hot, parched coun- 
tryside, and left tens of thousands of men 
— most of them the flower of the Eastern 
Roman imperial military, including the 
Roman emperor himself — dead on the 
field, while the comparatively small army 
of Goths and Alans rode triumphantly 
over the terrain, giving no quarter to the 
wounded and dying, slaying officer and 
foot soldier alike. By late day, the field 
belonged to the carrion fowl and blow- 
flies, already commencing their grim work 
among the heaps of corpses. 

On that occasion, known to history as 
the Battle of Adrianople, which is usually 
considered to be the beginning of the end 
of the Roman Empire, tens of thousands of 
Romans and their allies were hewn down, 
crippling the once-invincible Roman mil- 


itary and guaranteeing the supremacy of 
the Goths in the eastern portions of the 
empire ever after. Within a generation, the 
Goths, emboldened and battle-hardened, 
would arrive at the gates of the Eternal 
City itself, and become the first foreign 
power in eight centuries to sack Rome. 

And all of it began because of an im- 
migration crisis. 


Charitable Notions 

By the middle of the fourth century A.D., 
German tribes were settled all along the 
northern frontiers of the Roman Empire, 
from the Rhine to the Danube. Over 
the centuries, the Germans had proven 
Rome’s most resolute rivals. The Cim- 
brian War during the late second century 
B.C. was enormously costly for Rome, al- 
though they eventually repulsed the Ger- 
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manic and Celtic hosts that threatened to 
overrun Italy. Julius Caesar himself, after 
subduing Gaul, contented himself with 
crossing the Rhine into German territories 
and launching a few military attacks, be- 
fore retreating back into Gaul. In 9 A.D., 
the first great military disaster to befall im- 
perial Rome took place at Teutoburg For- 
est, where a German chieftain with Roman 
military training named Arminius led a 
rout of Roman forces that resulted in the 
annihilation of three legions under Varus. 
In the centuries that followed, Rome never 
ceased to press on the Germans in West- 
ern and Central Europe, sometimes push- 
ing forward the frontiers of the empire, 
sometimes withdrawing. The Germans 
showed little inclination to adopt Roman 
ways, preferring the virtues of rustic sim- 
plicity combined with a knack for ferocity 
in combat that kept the disciplined Roman 
legions from imposing their will. 

To the east, in what is now the Ukraine 
and western Russia, lived another German 
people, the Goths. We do not know the 
exact limits of their dominion, nor wheth- 
er, in remoter antiquity, they had come 
from further east, perhaps from the steppes 
and deserts of central Asia. But by the mid- 
fourth century A.D., they were settled on 
the fringes of the Eastern Roman Empire, 
enjoying a more or less settled existence. 
Unlike other barbarian tribes settled on the 
Roman frontier, many if not most of them 
had converted to Christianity, although of 
the Arian, not the Catholic, strain. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


— 


¥ 


Oe Vaeaa 


Unfortunately for the Romans, events 
thousands of miles beyond the limits of 
their dominion many years before had 
set in motion forces that would upset the 
more-or-less peaceful status quo in the 
east. From somewhere out of the fastness- 
es of the far eastern steppes — probably in 
what is now northwestern China or west- 
central Asia — a people had issued forth 
who came to be known to the Romans as 
the Huns. These were possibly related to 
the Hsiung-Nu, a confederation of eastern 
nomads who, as late as the first century 
A.D., controlled a vast swath of territory 
to the north of China and the Himalayas, 
extending perhaps as far west as the Trans- 
oxiana region of central Asia. Whether the 
Huns and Hsiung-Nu were synonymous is 
still hotly debated by scholars, but in one 
of those periodic accidents of which the 
history of the Central Asian steppe peoples 
is replete, something happened to stir up 
the Huns and prompt them to begin mi- 
grating west. 

As with the Scythians before them and 
the Mongols after, the Huns were a people 
hardened by the demands of nomadic life 
in the empty Asian wilderness. They lived 
on horseback and had no permanent settle- 
ments, using their wagons as mobile com- 
munities. They enjoyed battle and plunder, 
and as with other equestrian nomads in the 
era before firearms, enjoyed a distinct ad- 
vantage over the armies of mostly infantry 
that tried to stand against them. Accord- 
ingly, their westward advance met little 
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Undying enmity: Romans and Goths shown in 
battle on a stone Roman sarcophagus from the 
third century A.D. 


resistance. Rumors of their cruelty and 
military strength went before them, and 
before long, after overrunning the territory 
of the Alans to the east, the Huns crossed 
the Don to the north of the Sea of Azov on 
the northeastern arm of the Black Sea, and 
entered the territory of the Goths. 

A group of Goths known as Thuringians, 
after being overwhelmed by the Huns in 
several military engagements, took advan- 
tage of a lull in the Huns’ advance to flee 
west to the border of the Danube River, 
beyond which lay the Roman province of 
Thrace. Their leader, Alavivus, petitioned 
the Eastern Roman emperor, Valens, for 
permission to cross the river and settle in 
Thrace, promising to be faithful subjects. 
For the moment, they were safe from the 
Huns’ depredations, since the invaders 
were too busy looting the Goths’ former 
settlements eastward to bother pursuing 
the Gothic host, but there was little doubt 
they would eventually reach the Danube 
themselves and fall upon the tens of thou- 
sands of Goths encamped there. 

Valens, who was worried at rumors 
of the approaching Huns, allowed the 
Thuringian Goths to cross the broad 
Danube and settle on Roman territory in 
hopes of enlisting them in defense of the 
empire. This act of emergency amnesty 
was disruptive enough, but as soon as 
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the Thuringians had crossed the river, 
they began ranging far and wide over 
Thracian territory, foraging for food and 
sometimes plundering local settlements. 
Moreover, word of Roman amnesty 
soon spread, and a second Gothic host, 
the Gruthungians, soon appeared on the 
far shore of the Danube demanding the 
same right to immigrate. This time Va- 
lens, already aware that he had made a 
mistake in allowing the Thuringian host 
into Roman territory, turned down their 
petition. But the Gruthungians, not to be 
denied, constructed a floating bridge in 
secret and crossed the Danube anyway. 


Broken Borders and Battles 

These events took place in 376 A.D., and 
marked the first time that the Roman Em- 
pire had effectively lost control of her bor- 
ders; from that time on, the eastern fron- 
tier was ineffectually guarded, allowing a 
stream of violent, undesirable invaders to 
enter the empire unimpeded from the east. 

In the meantime, the Gothic host in 
Thrace was making more and more of a 
nuisance of itself. For one thing, Roman 
authorities proved unable or unwilling to 
feed them properly, and rumors that they 
were being provisioned with dog meat 
kindled resentment among the Goths. 

The first major conflict occurred at the 
city of Marcianopolis, where the Roman 
general Lupicinus, trying to reestablish 
order, invited the two Gothic leaders, 
Alavivus and Fritigern, to a banquet to 
parlay. However, the locals, resentful of 
the Goths encamped near their city, soon 
started a conflict that led to the killing of 
a number of Roman soldiers and pillaging 
by the Goths. Lupicinus, in a show of good 
faith, allowed both Alavivus and Fritigern 
to leave, but, in the words of historian Am- 
mianus, who may have witnessed many of 
these events, the seeds of war had been 
irrevocably sown: 


The whole nation of the Thuringians 
became suddenly inflamed with a 
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On the move: Ever a restless, mobile people, Gothic tribes took their cattle and families with them 
in their wanderings, part of the epic period known in German history as the Vo/kerwanderung, the 


Wandering Peoples. 


desire for war; and among many 
preparations which seemed to beto- 
ken danger, the standards of war were 
raised according to custom, and the 
trumpets poured forth sounds of evil 
omen; while the predatory bands col- 
lected in troops, plundering and burn- 
ing villages, and throwing everything 
that came in their way into alarm by 
their fearful devastations. 


For the next two years, the war between 
the Goths and Romans raged unabated, 
with thousands slain and no clear vic- 
tor. By early 378, however, the Eastern 
emperor, Valens, dissatisfied with the 
failure of his commanders to bring the 
unruly Gothic immigrants under control, 
decided to take over management of the 
war in person. According to Ammianus, 
he was motivated in part by a desire to 
match the successes of his counterpart 
Gratian, the Western Roman Emperor, 
who had recently defeated the Alemanni, 
a Germanic tribe in Western Europe who 
had invaded Pannonia in central Eu- 
rope. Although the Roman Empire had 


This act of emergency amnesty was disruptive enough, but as soon as 
the Thuringians had crossed the river, they began ranging far and wide 
over Thracian territory, foraging for food and sometimes plundering 
local settlements. Moreover, word of Roman amnesty soon spread. 
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been formally partitioned for almost 100 
years, the Eastern and Western emperors 
still had a strong alliance. Valens peti- 
tioned Gratian to come to his aid in sup- 
pressing the Goths, and departed Antioch 
for Constantinople, the Eastern capital. 
As soon as he reached Constantinople in 
May, he authorized one of his top gener- 
als, Sebastianus, to re-order and gather 
existing Roman forces in Thrace. In the 
course of this buildup, Sebastianus man- 
aged to defeat several small detachments 
of Goths, giving Valens confidence that 
Roman victory was at hand. In early 
August, Sebastianus’ force met up with 
Valens’ army at the city of Adrianople, 
and fortified themselves in readiness for 
battle. 

At this juncture, Gratian’s eastward 
march was halted by a battle with a fierce 
army of Alans, who forced him to with- 
draw westward to Pannonia. As a result, 
Valens was now faced with a fateful 
choice: wait for Gratian’s arrival, or haz- 
ard a battle himself with the Gothic host, 
led by Fritigern, now encamped nearby. 

According to Ammianus’ account, Va- 
lens — ignoring the counsel of his gen- 
erals — chose the latter course, embold- 
ened by reports that his own forces greatly 
outnumbered the Goths, who were said to 
field a mere 10,000 men. He was probably 
also hoping to upstage Gratian. Whatever 
the reasons, the impatience of Valens was 
to cost the Roman Empire dearly. 
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An empire humbled: In the Battle of Teutoburg Forest in 9 A.D., German tribes overwhelmed invading Roman legions in a catastrophic Roman 
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defeat that prefigured the ascendancy of another German tribe, the Goths, more than three centuries later. 


On August 8, Fritigern sent an emis- 
sary to Valens proposing terms for peace, 
which included the cession of Roman 
territory to the Goths. Not surprisingly, 
Valens rejected this bold proposal from a 
man who only two years earlier had relied 
on the goodwill of the Roman sovereign to 
save him and his people from the maraud- 
ing Huns. Besides, Valens, who apparently 
had at least 20,000 men at his command, 
was confident of an easy victory over a 
disorganized and fickle foe. 

On the morning of August 9, he marched 
forth with his army from Adrianople to 
confront the Gothic forces encamped 
about eight miles north of the city. Unbe- 
knownst to Valens, a large Gothic cavalry 
at least several thousand strong was off 
raiding, and Fritigern expected them back 
as reinforcements. 

The weather was very hot, and by the 
time they had completed their seven-hour 
march under the pitiless sun, the Romans 
were wilting. The Goths, in the mean- 
time, had been biding their time, content 
to let the heat wear down their enemies. 
To add difficulty to the Romans’ advance, 
the Goths fired all the fields between 
them and the city, depriving the Romans 
of food and forcing them to march across 
fields of charred stubble. When the ex- 
hausted and dehydrated Roman forces 
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arrived to confront the Goths, they found 
that the latter had encamped on a hill, cir- 
cling their wagons to protect their fami- 
lies and provisions. 

The Gothic cavalry had still not arrived, 
so the wily Fritigern began frivolous nego- 
tiations to gain more time. His first embas- 
sy was rejected by Valens, who demanded 
he send men of higher rank. His generals, 
aware of the toll that heat and exhaustion 
had taken, encouraged negotiations, while 
Fritigern, aware of the Roman reputation 
for disciplined valor, was reluctant to un- 
leash his forces until the cavalry arrived. 

As it turned out, the Battle of Adrianople 
began at a time of neither side’s choosing, 
when a group of Roman soldiers escort- 
ing one of Valens’ top generals, Ricimer 
— who was attempting to parlay with the 
Goths — launched an impetuous attack on 
Gothic lines. 

The Goths counterattacked and drove 
Ricimer’s force back. At that moment, 
the long-awaited Gothic cavalry, led by 
Gothic generals Saphrax and Alatheus, 
returned, and fell upon the Roman forces. 

The Romans, already in disarray after 
the repulse of their first impetuous as- 
sault, found themselves crowded tightly 
together at the base of the hill, surrounded 
by Gothic cavalry and under attack from 
Gothic infantry above them. In the heat 


and confusion, the battle quickly turned 
into a rout. The Romans, encumbered by 
heavy and suffocatingly hot armor, soon 
abandoned the field en masse, fleeing for 
their lives with the victorious Goths in 
hot pursuit. Roman foot soldiers and of- 
ficers alike were hewn down by the thou- 
sands, and the emperor Valens himself 
got separated from his personal guard in 
the chaos. 

The slaughter lasted for hours. By 
nightfall, barely one-third of the Roman 
army had escaped with their lives. Amid 
the fallen were 35 tribunes, countless 
captains, and many other illustrious 
military leaders, including Sebastianus. 
Somewhere among the heaps of corpses, 
anonymous and despoiled, the Emperor 
Valens lay, stripped of all imperial dig- 
nity and probably unrecognized by the 
victorious Goths. Although various sto- 
ries circulated about how he met his end, 
his body was never recovered nor given 
a state burial. 

Not since the Battle of Cannae, when 
Hannibal had wiped out the flower of the 
republican Roman army, had Rome suf- 
fered such a catastrophic military defeat. 
Some military setbacks over the centuries 
— Teutoburg Forest, Arausio, and Car- 
thae, for example — may have been more 
costly in terms of lives lost, but none had 
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so decimated Roman military 
leadership. 

Although the Battle of 
Adrianople did not yet guar- 
antee the supremacy of the 
Goths nor the final collapse of 
Rome, it ensured that Rome 
would never again be the 
mistress of the known world. 
The Goths would yet commit 
many depredations, culminat- 
ing in the sack of Rome under 
the leadership of Alaric in 410 
A.D. — before becoming al- 
lies with the Romans against a 
common and far more terrible 
foe, the Huns, whom they had 
first invaded the empire to 
escape. At the truly apoca- 
lyptic Battle of Chalons in 
451 A.D., Goths and Romans 
fought side by side in a last- 
ditch effort to save the West 
from Attila’s host. But even 
with the Gothic alliance, the 
best a prostrate Rome could 
manage was a standoff cost- 
ing hundreds of thousands of 
lives. The end of the Western 
Empire came swiftly after that; 
within 15 years of the end of 
the Western Roman Empire, a 
Gothic monarch, Theoderic the 
Great, ruled the entire Italian 
peninsula and much of central 
Europe (the so-called Ostrogothic King- 
dom). Further west, much of the Iberian 
Peninsula — formerly Roman Hispania 
and Lusitania — was ruled by the Vi- 
sigoths or western Goths. In a single 
century, the descendants of a ragtag im- 
migrant host had become the masters of 
much of Rome’s former territory in West- 
ern Europe. 


Similarities and Differences 

At such a distance in time, it is easy to 
judge the shortsightedness of Valens and 
the Roman authorities. Probably the Huns 
would have wreaked havoc on Rome no 
matter what happened to the Goths, but 
there is little question that the Gothic 
wars crippled Rome’s ability to defend 
herself when the Huns — a far worse 
threat — made their inevitable appear- 
ance on Rome’s borders and proceeded 
to lay waste to much of the remaining 
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Reaping the whirlwind: Gothic general Alaric at the gates of Rome, 
410 A.D. The first generation of Gothic immigrants overwhelmed 
the Roman military at Adrianople; the second generation sacked the 
Eternal City itself, leaving Rome helpless against successive waves of 
even more brutal invaders, the Vandals and the Huns. 


civilized portions of the empire. It is also 
curious that, notwithstanding the fact 
that most of the existential threats faced 
by late Rome came from the east, it was 
the Western Empire that ultimately suc- 
cumbed. The Eastern Empire, centered 
on impregnable Constantinople, morphed 
into the Greek-speaking Byzantine state 
that lasted another thousand years, claim- 
ing for her own the mantle of imperial 
Rome until her demise at the hands of the 
Ottoman Turks in the mid-1400s. 

In many respects, the original wave of 
Gothic immigration, both legal and illegal, 
differs from modern immigration crises 
faced by the United States and the Euro- 
pean Union. For one thing, the Goths were 
fleeing a clear and present danger that 
threatened not only them but their Roman 
hosts as well. For another, the Goths en- 
tered Thrace already organized militarily, 
not as helpless supplicants. 


In spite of the tendency of 
historians to ascribe blame for 
the Gothic War on Roman in- 
competence, the fact remains 
that the Goths showed callous 
disrespect for their Roman 
hosts, commencing their pil- 
laging almost immediately. 
They displayed no inclination 
to honor their promises to be 
subject to Roman laws nor to 
submit to Roman military au- 
thority. They showed no grati- 
tude to Roman authorities for 
taking them in in their hour of 
need. Instead of allying them- 
selves with the Romans against 
a common enemy, they took 
advantage of the weakness of 
their hosts to seize land and 
property. A significant number 
of them entered Roman terri- 
tory without permission. 

While it is extremely doubt- 
ful that the millions of illegal 
immigrants in the United States 
and Europe pose anything like 
the existential threat posed by 
the Goths to the Romans, there 
are parallels. Some modern 
immigrant populations — es- 
pecially those made up of refu- 
gees displaced by war or social 
upheaval, like the current wave 
of immigrants overwhelming 
the EU — arrive in foreign lands more 
bent on survival than on submitting to 
orderly, legal assimilation. Under such 
circumstances, governments typically 
struggle to provide adequate food and 
shelter, leading to resentment and unrest. 
These in turn often harden the attitudes of 
the local populace and their governments 
toward the newcomers. In the heat of such 
crises, it can be extraordinarily difficult 
for governments — and citizenries — to 
act with prudence and restraint. Because 
of property rights and scarcity of resourc- 
es, the noble notion of the brotherhood of 
man does not translate unconditionally to 
aright of absolutely unfettered movement; 
but it should enjoin Christian charity, con- 
strained by enlightened self-interest, to- 
ward hard-pressed refugee populations. 

Seldom is the occasion when, as with 
Valens and the Romans, there are no good 
choices for solving an immigration crisis. Hi 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
a oe Ee 


“Protect My Family” 


CBS11 reported on August 11 about a Dal- 
las homeowner whose house was broken 
in to by two men. Kendrick Dickson was 
fast asleep when a loud sound woke him. 
He jumped up and realized that two men 
had just gained entry to his home after pry- 
ing open a side door with a crowbar. 

The men were walking around in his 
house, and so Dickson quickly retrieved 
his rifle. Dickson confronted the two in- 
truders and fired at them. He later told 
CBS11 that his shot hit the lead burglar, 
and then the second burglar pushed his 
injured accomplice out of the way and 
fled the home. The injured suspect also 
fled the home, but he left a trail of blood 
behind him. Dickson called police, who 
apprehended the injured suspect at a 
nearby convenience store. CBS11 inter- 
viewed Dickson about the incident, and 
Dickson said that he felt fearful when he 
realized his home was being burglarized, 
but that keeping his eight-month-old boy 
safe compelled him to act. Dickson told 
CBS11, “I was just thinking, protect my 
family, protect my property, protect my- 
self, and that’s what I did today.” 


Elderly Man 


Shoots Intruders 


WBIR out of Knoxville, Tennessee, report- 
ed on July 28 about a 79-year-old man who 
shot two men who broke in to his house. 
Morgan County Chief Deputy Steve Coch- 
ran told WBIR that the shooting happened 
in the middle of the night when the two 
suspects broke in to the man’s house. Both 
suspects were taken to a nearby medical 
facility for surgery, but are expected to sur- 
vive and be charged for their actions. 
Neighbors rallied to the man’s defense. 
Local librarian Carol Beene told WBIR, 
“T have to say that I would support that 
he defended himself.... Whenever a situa- 
tion can be diffused by nonviolent means, 
I think that is better, but I also know that if 
I were home by myself in the middle of the 
night and someone came in, I would feel 
the need to protect myself.” Beene further 
added that the homeowner in question is 
well respected in the community and that 
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support for him is widespread. She also ex- 
pressed hope that perhaps this would deter 
other would-be criminals from attempting 
anything like this. Beene told WBIR, “I 
think we would all hope for a safe place to 
live.... I would hope that this would deter 
other people from such actions.” 


Criminals Target Man for 


His Medication 


The Bangor Daily News reported on 
September 2 about a 67-year-old man 
in Rockland, Maine, who shot a suspect 
who police believe was trying to steal the 
man’s prescription painkillers. Harvey 
Lembo, the man who shot the suspect, 
had just purchased the 7mm Russian- 
made revolver he used in the shooting, 
after being the victim of four prior bur- 
glaries. The last of those incidents result- 
ed in theft of his prescription pain pills 
and his cash. Lembo had complained 
about the lack of security to his landlord, 
but eventually decided to get a gun. 

Twelve hours after purchasing the gun, 
Lembo, who uses a motorized wheel- 
chair to get around, was fast asleep in his 
apartment when he was jarred awake by 
a sound. Lembo grabbed the revolver he 
was keeping under his pillow and went 
to investigate. Lembo observed a shadow 
pass by his kitchen and then saw a man 
standing there rifling through his medi- 
cations. Lembo yelled at the man to sit 
down or he would “blow his brains out!” 
The intruder complied with Lembo’s or- 
ders, and Lembo dialed 911. The suspect 
waited until Lembo was distracted on the 
phone talking to the 911 dispatcher, then 
he jumped up. But Lembo was able to fire 
off some shots. The suspect was injured 
and ran down the hallway, fleeing the 
apartment through a back door. The po- 
lice arrived and discovered a trail of blood 
that the suspect left behind. The police fol- 
lowed the trail and found the injured sus- 
pect hiding in the woods nearby. 

The wounded suspect was taken to a 
nearby medical center for treatment, and 
was soon released into police custody and 
charged with burglary. 

The story didn’t end here for Lembo 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


because his lease has a strict prohibition 
against any firearms. Shortly after the 
shooting, Lembo received a letter from 
the company that manages the property he 
rents, telling him that the gun violated the 
terms of the lease. Lembo was not pleased 
and told the Bangor Daily News, “This is 
bull!’ Even though he was upset, Lembo 
planned to comply with the terms of his 
lease and get rid of his gun. The manager 
of the management company explained to 
the Bangor Daily News that the company 
is conducting its own investigation into 
what happened and are exploring options 
for better security and safety. Rockland po- 
lice Sergeant Donald Finnegan explained 
to the Bangor Daily News that criminals 
often target people who they know have 
painkillers and that people should take 
precautions, such as not telling others 
about their pain medications. 


Bandana-wearing Suspect 
Killed by Homeowner 


The Examiner reported on August 17 about 
a masked burglar who was shot in the face 
by a homeowner in Beaumont, Texas. Po- 
lice reports say the homeowner was awak- 
ened during the night by the sound of his 
dog barking. The man retrieved his pistol 
and went to investigate the noise, and he 
found and confronted a bandana-wearing 
intruder in his kitchen. Fearing for his life, 
the homeowner fired at the intruder, strik- 
ing him repeatedly in the face. The injured 
suspect ran from the house, but collapsed 
down the street on a nearby yard, where he 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 

The story took a turn for the worse when 
the police removed the bandana, and iden- 
tified the suspect as 16-year-old Cameron 
Kaminsky, a student at nearby Hamshire- 
Fannett High School. The homeowner was 
later identified as a trustee of the school dis- 
trict, and the man’s wife was identified as a 
teacher at the same high school. Police say 
Kaminsky was armed with a pool cue and 
duct tape, yet they suspect it was a burglary 
attempt. A grand jury reviewed the shoot- 
ing and did not indict, since it appeared the 
homeowner had acted in self-defense. Ml 

— PATRICK KREY 


39 


Federal Aid Drives 
Student Loan “Crisis” 


Item: The White House website main- 
tains: “President Obama has emphasized 
that the federal government, states, col- 
leges, and universities all have a role to 
play in making higher education more af- 
fordable, by reining in college costs, pro- 
viding value for American families, and 
preparing students with a solid education 
to succeed in their careers.” 

Moreover, says the website: “Presi- 
dent Obama has expanded federal sup- 
port to help more students afford college, 
while calling for a shared responsibility 
in tackling rising college costs. President 
Obamas efforts of reform in higher edu- 
cation funding have produced the largest 
investment in student aid since the G.I. Bill, 
while resulting in a more efficient, reliable, 
and effective system for students.”’ 

ITEM: Because many students with federal 
loans are delinquent, Senator Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.) has again introduced 
the Bank on Students Emergency Loan Re- 
financing Act that would allow, according 
to her office, the many “borrowers with 
outstanding student loans [who] have in- 
terest rates of nearly 7 percent or higher 
for undergraduate loans” for loans in the 
2013-2014 school year [to] “pay a rate of 
3.86 percent [as was set] under the Bipar- 
tisan Student Loan Certainty Act passed 
by Congress in 2013.” 
ITEM: As a Democratic nominee for presi- 
dent, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders has 
made one of the main planks in his cam- 
paign the “College for All Act.’’ When he 
introduced the bill in May, Sanders said: 
“Tt is time for a fundamental change in how 
we approach the financing of higher edu- 
cation, and the legislation I will introduce 
today will do just that. The College for All 
Act will provide free tuition at every public 
college and university in this country. This 
means that ANY student, regardless of his 
or her background or income, who has the 
ability and desire, will be able to get the 
education they need and the education they 
deserve.” (Emphasis in original.) 
ITEM: The Wall Street Journal reported on 
August 10 that Hillary Clinton has proposed 
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A simple solution: Barack Obama, as Democrats are doing now, claimed in 2013 he wanted to 
give more federal student aid, but several government studies have determined that when aid 
goes up, so does the cost of college, as schools try to capture the federal increases. 


“an expansive program aimed at enabling 
students to attend public colleges and uni- 
versities without taking on loans for tuition, 
her attempt to address a source of anxiety 
for American families while advancing one 
of the left’s most sweeping new ideas.” 

Clinton’s plan — “dubbed the ‘New 
College Compact’ and estimated to cost 
$350 billion over 10 years — would funda- 
mentally reshape the federal governments 
role in higher education by offering new 
federal money, but with strings attached.” 
CORRECTION: Some people learn from 
the school of experience. Then there are 
those bedazzling statists who seem deter- 
mined to make the same old mistakes, but 
in brand-new ways. 

When a wealth of evidence points to 
the fact that government-funded student 
aid causes, or at the very least enables, tu- 
ition increases, it is irrational to presume 
that inflicting more of the same cure will 
do anything but make the current tuition 
“crisis” even worse. Yet the top Demo- 
crats are among those playing variations 
of the same theme: Heavily subsidized, 
or “free,” federal money will make higher 
education better and more affordable and 
can even result in less debt. 

Hint: It is easier to believe in the sagac- 
ity of such actions if you simply ignore the 
National Debt of $18.3 trillion. 


We have gone down this road before; 
by now, we should know where it leads. 
Think of the housing bubble driven in 
large part by government policies that 
caused families to buy homes that they 
could not afford. When that bubble burst, 
it played a leading role in the recession 
from which the country has yet to fully 
recover. Or consider the costly Obama- 
Care boondoggle, which, as with social- 
ized medicine in general, instigates more 
demand for services because “someone 
else,” some mysterious yet benevolent 
third party, is said to be paying for the ride. 

A staff report released this summer by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
adds more evidence, as if any more were 
needed, to buttress the case against more 
federal control and subsidization of higher 
education. Of course, to get most of the 
administrative and educratic poohbahs to 
admit this would require a colossal inter- 
vention effort. Yet it is an uncomplicated 
fact of life: Higher education is hooked on 
federal money. And a root cause of sky- 
rocketing tuitions and the accumulation of 
student debt is that the federal government 
has expended its access to tax dollars to 
underwrite higher education. 

Bernie Sanders’ “free tuition” plan, for 
example, has an admitted price tag of $70 
billion a year. Hillary Clinton seems to 
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think “debt-free” tuition is right around 
the corner if only somebody would pay 
$350 billion over a decade. 

Washington, it seems clear, wants to 
control everything but government debt. 
Those who are paying seven or eight per- 
cent would no doubt love to pay less than 
four percent — that is, many fans of the 
idea include the direct beneficiaries of 
Senator Warren’s generosity with other 
people’s monies. On the other hand, the 
debt-holders did sign the contracts. 

The staff report mentioned above has 
the inelegant title of “Credit Supply and 
the Rise in College Tuition: Evidence 
From the Expansion in Federal Student 
Aid Programs”; it was authored by David 
Lucca, Taylor Ladauld, and Karen Shen. 
The study recognizes that this issue “has 
been at the forefront of the policy discus- 
sion for many years.” As it notes, “Even 
the more muted tuition and student aid 
trends in the 1980s, prompted the then- 
Secretary of Education William Bennett” 
to argue in 1987 “that ‘increases in finan- 
cial aid in recent years have enabled col- 
leges and universities blithely to raise their 
tuitions, confident that Federal loan sub- 
sidies would help cushion the increase,’ a 
statement that came to be known as the 
Bennett Hypothesis.” 

This report, as might be expected, gen- 
erated a good deal of attention — espe- 
cially from the educational and political 
establishment whose tax-subsidized ox 
was in danger of being gored. It dem- 
onstrated that, on average, for each one- 
dollar increase in the subsidized-loan 
cap, tuitions rose by as much as 65 cents. 
Meanwhile, for Pell Grants, the evidence 
showed one additional dollar in aid trans- 
lated into a jump of 55 cents in tuition. 
Private schools, said the study, were more 
significant offenders than public ones. 

The report also precipitated perceptive 
commentary, such as the following (from 
“Generation Opportunity,” a non-profit net- 
work with a conservative/libertarian bent): 


Similar policies caused the recent 
housing bubble and subsequent crash 


they would sell because they knew 
the government was providing loans 
in the form of subprime mortgages 
to their buyers. Homebuyers, mean- 
while, made purchases that they could 
not afford because they had easy ac- 
cess to government mortgages. 

The same process is now happening 
with student loans. Since the 1980s, 
the cost of college has soared, increas- 
ing by over 500 percent. In line with 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York’s findings, Pell Grant spending 
has exploded, going from $2.5 billion 
in the 1980s to over $32 billion — a 
1,180 percent increase — by 2011. 

Meanwhile, according to the Con- 
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, 
national accumulated student loan 
debt is now over $1.2 trillion — more 
than total U.S. credit card debt — 
and only second behind mortgages 
in U.S. household liabilities. Neal 
McCluskey, director of the Cato In- 
stitute’s Center for Education, noted 
that “inflation-adjusted federal aid to 
students has quadrupled since 1980, 
going from $35.4 billion to approxi- 
mately $146.5 billion.” 


and recession. Developers and home 
sellers increased the price at which 
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Out-of-pocket costs to attend many schools 
have been rising much faster than what 


some call “price inflation” in other areas 
of the economy. As the Wall Street Journal 
pointed out on August 2, federal student 
loans allow borrowing at below-market 
rates “with scant scrutiny of their credit 
and no assessment of their ability to repay. 
Meanwhile, federal Pell grants, which help 
low-income college students and don’t need 
to be repaid, more than tripled to more than 
$30 billion a year between 2001 and 2012. 
Education tax credits roughly quadrupled 
to about $20 billion a year.” 

Then there is the cost of getting a de- 
gree. As noted by the Journal: “From 2000 
to 2014, consumers’ out-of-pocket costs 
for college and graduate-school tuition 
rose 6% a year, on average, according to 
the Labor Department’s consumer-price 
index. By comparison, medical-care infla- 
tion looks meek at an average 3.8%. Over- 
all consumer prices climbed 2.4% a year.” 

In the end, there has been more default- 
ing on the loans, not unlike the sad history 
of the home loans that the government re- 
quired institutions to make to people who 
were not good repayment risks. 

Another recent study offers supporting 
conclusions about the “crisis” in student 
loans. This Brookings Institution paper, by 
Adam Looney of the Treasury Department 
and Constantine Yannelis of Stanford Uni- 
versity, was released on September 10. 
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Let me off the hook: Since college students can apply to discharge their college loans when 


— 


their school closes or they feel they have been defrauded, almost 12,000 students are asking the 


federal government to forgive their loans. 


The paper acknowledges that between 
2000 and 2014, the amount of student debt 
grew nearly fourfold and the “number of 
student loan borrowers more than doubled 
to 42 million, and default rates among re- 
cent student loan borrowers rose to their 
highest levels in twenty years.” 
Government “help,” not surprisingly, 
was seen to be the core of the problem. The 
paper offers considerable data that show 


that to the extent there is a crisis, it is 
concentrated among borrowers from 
for-profit schools and, to a lesser ex- 
tent, 2-year institutions. We refer to 
these borrowers as “non-traditional” 
because historically there were rela- 
tively few for-profit students and 
because 2-year students rarely bor- 
rowed. As a result, these borrowers 
represented a small share of all fed- 
eral student loan borrowers and an 
even smaller share of loan balances. 
However, during and soon after 
the recession the number of non- 
traditional borrowers grew to repre- 
sent half of all borrowers. With poor 
labor market outcomes, few family 
resources, and high debt burdens rel- 
ative to their earnings, default rates 
skyrocketed. Of all students who left 
school and who started to repay fed- 
eral loans in 2011 and who had fallen 
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into default by 2013, 70 percent were 
non-traditional borrowers.” 


Guess who underwrites these loans and 
picks up the debt when students cannot 
afford the rising costs? Look in the mir- 
ror. Tax dollars fund the grants and pick 
up much of the difference when so many 
walk away from repayment. 

Of course, there are also many college 
students who do repay their loans. As the 
analysis by Generation Opportunity says: 


This cycle is taking a large toll on 
students. They are taking out mas- 
sive loans — the average student 
loan burden for a 2014 graduate is at 
$33,000, and paying them back often 
takes years.... 

The only way to ultimately solve 
these problems is to get at the root 
cause: government interference. Re- 
moving the government from educa- 
tion will force universities and col- 
leges to lower costs as they will no 
longer be supplied with “free” gov- 
ernment money. 


But trying to get politicians to back 
away from bribing people with their own 
money is no easy task — even though 
it hurts Americans in the long run. The 
short run — getting elected and reelect- 


ed — is what really counts to the ersatz 
altruists. 

How often can the same game be 
played? There seems to be no end in sight. 
Two years ago, Veronique de Rugy, a re- 
search fellow of the Mercatus Center at 
George Mason University, summarized 
the process, calling it a “classic upward 
price spiral caused by government inter- 
vention.” It follows a familiar pattern: 


Subsidies raise prices, leading to 
higher subsidies, which raise prices 
even more. Yet this higher education 
bubble, like the housing bubble, will 
eventually pop. Meanwhile, large 
numbers of students will graduate 
with more debt than they would have 
in an unsubsidized market. 

What’s the harm in that? First, in 
the current slow economic growth en- 
vironment, many recently and expen- 
sively graduated students have a hard 
time finding a job but they still have 
to repay their loans. As a result, the 
overall default rate for those receiving 
a federal student loan is 23 percent. 

To put this number in perspective, 
at the peak of the housing crisis in 
May 2009, first-mortgage default 
rates reached 5.7 percent; the default 
rate for second mortgages reached its 
high-water mark two months earlier 
at 4.7 percent. 


The Clinton plan has some differences in 
degree, but not in principle. “We’re feed- 
ing the tuition problem with all the sub- 
sidies,” Douglas Holtz-Eakin, president 
of the American Action Forum, told the 
Washington Examiner not long ago. Part 
of the Clinton plan calls for federal grants 
to states to be given in exchange for those 
states’ spending of more taxpayer dollars. 
As Holtz-Eakin has written, “It will be 
ObamaCare for higher education. All that 
is missing is the individual mandate.” 

Scratch a “progressive” politician, and 
you will find somebody who has got what 
it takes to take what you’ve got. Oh, yes, 
and then he or she will exchange it for 
votes while telling you that the deceptive 
racket is for your own good. 
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Said politicians will usually toss in a few 
half-truths about what has been called the 
“tuition arms race.” Clinton, for instance, 
is glad to read from her staff-prepared 
talking points about how dismayed she is 
when she finds that schools are making 
their products too expensive, saying, as 
she does, “That is a betrayal of everything 
college is supposed to represent.” 

Assume that is correct. Economic com- 
mentator Stephen Moore, writing in the 
Washington Times, finds himself under- 
whelmed by her response to such a “be- 
trayal.” As he put it not long ago: “So why 
reward the ivory-towered money guzzling 
beast with another $350 billion? The lat- 
est statistics are jaw-dropping. There are 
now dozens of colleges this year that 
charge students and their families more 
than $50,000 a year in room, board, and 
tuition. That is a betrayal.” 

While Sanders might deserve a small star 
on his school paper for admitting that he 


is a socialist, he is not being honest about 
what his plan would do. His plan for tuition- 
free public colleges and universities is ex- 
tremely expensive. In fiscal year 2013, the 
Pell Grant program cost $33 billion, which 
means that Bernie’s bright idea comes in at 
twice that price and, along the way, would 
also unfairly compete with private schools. 
The problems with Sanders’ plan are le- 
gion. Kevin James, a research fellow with 
the Center on Higher Education Reform at 
the American Enterprise Institute, observes 
that, as it is, there are a huge number of bar- 
riers that prevent “new and innovative edu- 
cational institutions from gaining a foot- 
hold. Thus, what occurs naturally in other 
industries — innovative market entrants 
shaking up the status quo — rarely occurs 
in higher education.” It results in what he 
calls “unnecessary regulatory underbrush.” 
Fundamentally, comments James, 


the “price” of free public college is 


more than the money taxpayers would 
spend on it. By moving us to a system 
based largely on public institutions 
managed through top-down regula- 
tion, Sanders’ proposal would exacer- 
bate the challenges ... not solve them. 


Yes, all too many of our fearless political 
leaders do love to plan for us. Then they 
duck and run or point in another direction 
when students suffer and there is more 
defaulting on debt. Never fear, however. 
Someone then emerges with an even larger 
appetite for power who decides that more 
federal controls and larger subsidies will 
be better — and perhaps even “free.” 
There is little that costs more than a free 
government program. Reasonable individ- 
uals learn that lesson through experience. 
Sadly, the nation is gaining its experience 
by repeating what can, at best, be called 
foolishness. Ml 
— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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The Refugee Tsunami 


he refugee deluge 
from Syria, Libya, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, 


Turkey, and other parts of the 
Middle East into Europe has 
become a tsunami. The trickle 
of refugees and migrants that 
began years ago has swol- 
len from hundreds, and then 
thousands, to hundreds of 
thousands. Now millions are 
clamoring to be let in, or are 
already breaking in, coming 
by foot, train, boat, or plane. 
The usual choir of “progres- 
sive” advocates insists that 
Europeans must accept all 
of these unfortunates. And 
the progressives running the 
EU have, in total disregard of popular sentiment (and common 
sense), essentially, opened the floodgates to an unlimited influx. 
Predictably, millions of “refugees” are responding. And just as 
predictably, Americans are now being told that we, too, must 
accept “our share” of this burden. 

It’s the compassionate, just, humanitarian thing to do, hymns 
the choir. Besides, they lecture us, it is our legal obligation under 
the 1951 United Nations Convention on the Status of Refugees 
(and the follow-up 1967 UN Protocol on Refugees) to “cooper- 
ate” with the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, 
and to accept the refugees assigned us by the UNHCR. President 
Obama has already set the trickle-to-tidal-wave chain reaction 
in motion, declaring (through Assistant Secretary of State Anne 
C. Richard) his plans for a “surge” of refugees, and (through 
Secretary of State John Kerry) that the announced 10,000 Syr- 
ian refugees for this year would surge to tens of thousands next 
year — “at least.” 

There are numerous, sound reasons why Americans must ex- 
pose, oppose, and stop this program before it morphs into an 
unstoppable behemoth. Here are but a few. 

Security concerns: 

¢ Assistant Director of FBI Counterterrorism Michael Stein- 
bach has testified that since Syria is a “failed stated” there is no 
way for U.S. intelligence to do background checks on Syrian 
“refugees” to assure we are not admitting terrorists. 

¢ Director of National Security James Clapper conceded it 
is likely that ISIL/ISIS will try to “infiltrate operatives among 
these refugees.” 

¢ According to U.S. intelligence officials, more than 20,000 
foreign jihadists have fought in Syria and Iraq, making it im- 
possible to determine if many of the “Syrian refugees” are even 
Syrian. 

¢ Photos and video footage of the “refugees” show a large 
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percentage of young, robust 
males of military age. 

¢ Many terrorists — from 
1993 World Trade Center 
bombers Ramzi Yousef and 
Ahmad Ajaj to Abdirahmaan 
Muhumed, a Somali resi- 
dent of Minnesota killed last 
year while fighting for ISIS 
in Syria — have entered the 
United States under asylum 
or refugee status. 

¢ With security “screening” 
in the hands of UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees An- 
tonio Guterres (a former pres- 
ident of the radical Socialist 
International), UNICEF chief 
Anthony Lake (a security risk 
who was forced to step down as President Clinton’s nominee to 
head the CIA because of his subversive record), and Secretary of 
State John Kerry, Americans should be gravely concerned. 

Economic, social, and political concerns: 

¢ With our children and grandchildren already saddled with 
a national debt approaching $20 trillion and unfunded federal 
obligations topping $200 trillion, President Obama is providing 
billions more in borrowed money to UN-designated “refugees.” 

¢ Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) notes that since 9/11, the 
United States has taken in nearly 1.5 million refugees from Mus- 
lim nations, 90 percent of whom are on food stamps and 70 per- 
cent of whom are receiving free medical care and cash welfare. 

¢ According to many surveys of Muslim refugees in the 
United States, large numbers of them do not assimilate; do not 
consider themselves Americans; and do approve of jihad, sharia 
law, ISIS, al-Qaeda, and suicide bombings. 

¢ As with the illegal alien wave from Mexico, Latin America, 
and elsewhere, once established the initial entrants initiate chain 
migration, using our “family reunification” loopholes. 

¢ In Europe, Australia, and elsewhere, Muslim youth have 
become increasingly militant and have staged riots and attacks 
on citizens, bringing about retaliation from anti-migrant youths. 
We can expect the same turmoil to develop here. 

¢ According to a 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center, 
U.S. Muslims overwhelmingly supported Barack Obama and 
70 percent identify as Democrats or lean toward the Democrat 
Party, while only 11 percent lean Republican. Obviously, Presi- 
dent Obama has a vested interest in boosting this demographic. 

Bottom line: Tell your congressmen that the Syrian refugees 
would be better off (as would we) if they went to Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Yemen, Indonesia, 
Kazakhstan, or any of the other UN-member Muslim nations 
that have taken zero Muslim refugees. Hi 
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